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The Watchtower Reprints, March 1883, p. 458
“We believe that avisible organization and the
adopting of some particular name, would tend to
increase our numbers and make us appear more
respectable in the estimation of theworld ... We
aways refuse to be called by any other name that
that of our Head - Christians - continually claiming
that there can be no division among those
continually led by his Spirit and example as made
known through his Word.”

The Watchtower Reprints, September 1, 1893,
p. 1572

“The endeavor to compel al men to think alike on
all subjects, culminated in the great apostasy and
the development of the great Papal system.”

The Watchtower Reprints, September 1, 1893,
p. 1573

“There is no organization today clothed with such
divine authority to imperiously command mankind.
There is no organization doing this today; though
we are well aware that many of them in theory
claim that they ought to be permitted to do so.”

(continued)



The Watchtower Reprints, December 1, 1894, p.
1743

“In view of these facts and also of the nature of the
harvest work, and the additional fact that each one
so gathered is expected to enter into the harvest
work as areaper, and will do so to the extent of his
ability and opportunity, it is plain that the forming
of avisible organization of such gathered out ones
would be out of harmony with the spirit of the
divine plan.”

The Watchtower Reprints, September 15, 1895,
p. 1866

“Beware of ‘organization’ It iswholly
unnecessary.”

The Watchtower, May 1, 1957, p. 274

“The world isfull of Bibles, which Book contains
the commandments of God. Why, then, do the
people not know which way to go? Because they
do not aso have the teaching or law of the mother,
whichislight...If we are to walk in the light of truth
we must recognize not only Jehovah God as our
Father but his organization as our mother.”

The Watchtower, October 1, 1967, p. 587
“Thus the Bible is an organizationa book and
belongs to the Christian congregation as an
organization, not to individuals, regardless of how
sincerely they may believe that they can interpret
the Bible. For this reason the Bible cannot be
properly understood without Jehovah's visible
organization in mind.”

(continued)



The Watchtower, February 15, 1983, p. 12
“What does God require of those who will reside
forever upon his Paradise earth?...requirement is
that we be associated with God’s channel, his
organization...To receive everlasting life in the
earthly Paradise we must identify that organization
and serve God as part of it.”

The Watchtower, June 1, 1985, p. 20

“ Although walking with confidence in Jehovah's
leadership may not be easy at times...To turn away
from Jehovah and his organization, to spurn the
direction of the ‘faithful and discreet slave,’” and to
rely ssimply on personal Bible reading and
interpretation is to become like a solitary treein a
parched land.”

(done)



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Q. Wherein consists the difference between “the Bride”
and the great company if both have spiritual bodies?

A. Angels are spiritual bodies; but “unto which of the
angels said God at any time, Thou art my Son; this day have
1 begotten thee?’ (Heb. 1:5.) But “when he bringeth the
first-born (Jesus) into the world (first-born from the dead,
to the divine nature, at his resurrection) he saith, Let all
the angels of God worship him”-—render the homage due to
his nature and office. (Heb. 1:5, 6.) He became a partaker
of the divine nature, and it is fitting that all other forms of
life should worship divinity. “God hath highly exalted him
(Jesus) and given him a name which is above every name,
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things
in heaven (heavenly beings—angels) and things in earth,
(men) and things under the earth, (the dead when raised to
life) and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord (master, ruler) to the glory of God the Father.” (Phil.
2:9-11.) From 1 Cor. 15:40, 41 we learn that there are
different degrees of glory on the celestial, or spiritual plane,
illustrated by sun, moon, and different stars, just as verse 39
calls attention to the fact therc are different degrees of glory
on the terrestrial, or earthly plane.

Though both companies will be spiritual beings, the Bride
is joint-heir with her Lord, who is “appointed heir of all
things; being made so much better than the angels, (other
epiritual beings) as he hath hy inheritance obtained a more
excellent name than they.” (Heb. 1:2-4.) Thus, though
the “great company” will be the companions of the Bride,
spiritual beings, (Psa. 45:14; Rev. 7:15) there will be a
very great difference in the degrees of glory.

Q. What is the work of the Bride in making herself ready?

A. The Bride, as we have seen, is a company composed
of many members. Paul says, “Ye are the body of Christ
and members in particular:” and again, “Ye are members
one of another:” and one is not to say to another, I
have no need of you: The foot member must minister
to the hand and the hand to the foot, and all, by a mutual
and vital union of spirit with the Head, are to build each
other up. (Jude, verse 20.) All the members have one aim,
one joyful hope, one work of preparation—adorning for the
marriage. She is to put on the spotless robe of Christ’s
righteousness (imputed to her by faith in the ramsom) and
to keep the same “unspotted from the world.” And not only
50, but she is to adorn it with fine ‘needle work.” (Psa.
45:14.) The Christ-like character is to be wrought out in
her life. As Paul expresses it, she is to “add to her faith” the
various Christian graces. We must help one another in this
important work.

Each member has a work to do in the making ready:
Some may travel and preach, some may write, some publish
the grace of God by printing it, some may teach more private-
ly, some may publish it by furnishing of the Lord’s funds
entrusted to their care, some may seek out the “‘meek” (see
Isa. 61:1) and put words in their ears and reading into their
hands, and the work of all is thus to build up yourselves in
the most holy faith. It is thus that the “Bride makes her-
gelf ready.” It was by the faithfulness of some of the other
members that these “glad tidings” ever reached your ears
and gladdened and sanctified your heart; and now you, if @
member of that company, are doing what you can to “make
ready” others. To be ready to help each other, we must dili-
gently hearken and incline our ear to the Word of truth,
forget the world and worldly associations. (Psa. 45:10.) “So
shall the King greatly desire thy beauty; for he is thy Lord.”
{Verse 11.)

Q. Please explain 1 Pet. 3:19, 20. I have not gotten
clearly in mind what becomes of the spirits of men from death
until the resurrection.

A. (By Bro Smith.) Does not the Scripture you quote
state the condition of “spirits in prison?’ The first question
that would naturally occur, in examining this passage, would
be: When did Christ preach to them? We find the answer
in verse 20: “When once the patience of God waited in the
days of Noah.” Gen. 6:3 refers to Noah’s days: “The Lord
said, My spirit shall not always strive with man.” It is not
unreasonable, then, to say he was at that time striving with
man.

The general belief, that Christ preached to these spirits
during his death, we think, unscriptural, for then other spirits
than those of Noah’s day could have heard him.

None knew better than Jesus that Seripture: “There is no
knowledge nor device in the grave;” hence he would never
go there to preach. Isa. 42:7; 49:9 and 61:1 state that Christ
is to deliver death’s prisoners. He did not do so at his first
advent {excepting the temporary deliverance of Lazarus and
a few others), but will in due ¢ime set at liberty all the cap-
tives and open the prison doors of hades (the tomb) to all
captives.

Our understanding, then, of 1 Pet. 3:19, 20 is this: Those
of Noah’s day who were disobedient, and to whom Christ
preached by Noah, are Now in prison. If any Scripture
teaches otherwise, we shall be glad to have our attention
called to it.

Q. “Would not an earnest, aggressive organization (or
sect), built upon Scriptural lines, be the best means of spread-
ing and publishing the real Good Tidings? We must have
fellowship and sympathy. Union is strength. It is not the
skirmishers that win the battle, but the disciplined and solid
battalions.”

A. We believe that a visible organization, and the adopt-

i gome particular name, would tend to increase our num-
bers and make us appear IMOTE Teapectable 1N The €Stiniation
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ized body, with a definite purpose, is a thing of more or less

power; therefore, they esteem the various organizations, from
which we have come out, in obedience to the Master’s call.
But the natural man cannot understand how a company of
people, with no organization which they can see, is ever going
to accomplish anything. As they look upon us, they regard
us simply as a few scattered skirmishers—a “peculiar people”
—with very peculiar ideas and hopes, but not worthy of special
notice.

But, though it is impossible for the natural man to see
our organization, because he cannot understand the things
of the Spirit of God, we trust that you can see that the true
Church is most effectually organized, and in the best possible
working order. (See the plan of our organization, as stated
in October issue, under the caption “The Ekklesia.”) The
Apostle Paul urges all to unity of faith and purpose (Phil.
3:15, 16—Diaglott.) All led by the same Spirit may and do
come to a knowledge of the same truth. Under our Captain,
all the truly sanctified, however few or far separated in person,
are closely united by the Spirit of Christ, in faith, hope and
love; and, in following the Master’s command, are moving
in solid battalions for the accomplishment of his purposes.
But, bear in mind, God is not dependent upon numbers (Sce
Judges 7, as an illustration).

Recognizing this organization, which is of the Spirit, and
desiring no assimilation whatever with the worldly, who can-
not see or understand it, we are quite willing to bear the
reproach of & peculiar people. We always refuse to b alle
any other name that that of our Head—Christians

Word,

We disown none of our Lord’s dear children. The weakest
child of the hLousehold of faith (in Christ, our Redeemer)
we gladly recognize as our brother. Some, in ignorance of
their privilege of the communion of saints, are mixed with
the various worldly organizations, to their great detriment.
Though we cannot follow them there, we gladly welcome them
when they come among us. Wherever we have hope. of find-
ing any such, in the various nominal Churches, etc., we tell
them the “good tidings of great joy,” and, by word and ex-
ample, say, “‘Come out from among them (the worldly, though
professing Christians) and be ye separate” How could we
deliver this message if we were not obeying it? We have
unbounded faith in our Captain; and this perfect organiza-
tion, invisible to the world, marches on to certain and glorious
victory.

“From victory unto victory,
His army he shall lead;
*Ti]] every foe is vanquished,

And Christ is Lord indeed.”

THE INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE

Extracts from a lecturc by H. L. Hastings before the Massachu-
setts Annnal Convention of Y. M. C. Associations.

The question as to the inspiration of the Bible is not a
question raised by me. It is a question that is already up
for discussion through the length and breadth of this land.
What are we to do with this book? How are we to regard

jt? 1Is it the best book in the world, or the worst? Is it
a true book, or is it a false one?! Is it God’s book, or man’s?

Over and over again this Book says, “Hear ye the word
of the Lord.” Now, the message is the word of the Lord, or
it is a lie. Tt is the Word of the Lord, as it professes to be,
or else it is a cheat, a swindle, a humbug, a fraud.
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trary: Paul's letters, weighty with logical reasoning, do not
even mention the subjects upon which sectarians do most
insist. and which are by them generally made tests of fel-
lowship.

Paul said nothing about an everlasting torture of sinners;
he said nothing whatever about a mysterious trinity, in which
three Gods are incomprehensibly one God and at the same
time three Gods; he said not a word about man being of a
nature such as conld not die but must live everlastingly, in a
place of either pleasure or woe; he said nothing, either, about
the present life ending all trial for all classes; and he
entered into no entangling discussion about the bread and
wine used in commemoration of the Lord’s death—-as to
transubstantiation or consubstantiation; yet it can easily be
discerned that he was not in harmony with any of these
LTYOYs,

Notice partienlarly, however, that without so much as
mentiviing a single one of these sectarian tests of fellowship,
Paul declares:  “I have not shunned to declare unto you the
irhale connsel of God.” (Aets 20:27) From this it is very
. wvident that sone of these points, which are today regarded as
the very essence and substanee of Christian doctrine and as
the preper tests of faith, are the one foith, or in any sense or
«Ilc,-_v]rvo{ parts of “the faith once delivered unto the saints.”—
Jude 3.

The one faith. which all should hold, was a very simple
one: one so ~imple that all, the learned and the unlearned
alike. could grasp it and comprehend it, and be “fully per-
snaded in their own minds” concerning it. It was not a dose
nf incongrnons mysteries. inconsistent with themselves and
inharmonious with reacon as well as with the Bible, to he
swallowed by the ignorant with credulity, and by the learned
with hypocritical mental reservations; but it was so simple,
and «lear, and reasonable, that any and cvery honest follower
of Christ could be fully persuaded in his own mind con-
cerning it.

What was this one fuith? The basis of it is stated by
Punl. thus:  “I delivered unto you first of all, that which I
al-o received [first of all—as a foundation truth or doctrine,
upon and in harmony with which all other doctrines must
he dmiltl, how that Christ died for our sins, sceording to the
Seriptures: and that he was buried; and that he rose again
the third day, aceording to the Seriptures.” (1 Cor. 15:3, 4)
“There is sne God and ene Mediator hetween God and men,
the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for all, to
be testified in due time.”—1 Tim. 2:5, 6.

This. in a word. confesses sin and utter helplessness; it
acknowledres God’s loving plan for our redemption; it owns
that our Lord's death was our ransom price; and that for-
siveness {justifieation), and reconciliation to God, and the
restitution of helievers, come as a result of faith in this
Redeemer, when in due time it is made known to each and all.

These Lrief statements contain the whole gospel, in the
same ~ense that an acorn contains an oak tree. Without this
sospel kernel, the true gospel can never be possessed; hence
this must Le insisted on as a test of Christian fellowship.
Thi= must be received. else the gospel is not received. When
it i received. the gospel is received. Then a work of growth
begins—a development of this gospel. It may vary in rapidity
of rrowth aceording to temperament and surroundings; it can
develop into a twig. a sapling, a sturdy oak successively, but
the natnre of the seed will appertain to it in every stage of
its development,  So is faith—the true faith: it must begin
with the one kind of sced-faith in all, no matter what stage of
develnpment each may attain.  This one gospel acknowledges
wan’s fall and <infulness, and God’s merey and love manifested
throngh Christ’s great work of redemption, forgiveness and
final restoration of all the willing and obedient, but of no
otiiers.  All theories, and they are many, which omit any of
these items are spurious.

Some drny God’s love in the matter, and claim that all the
Jove was Christ’s, and that he interposed and thwarted the
Father’s original plan; hut those of the one faith are guided
by onr Lord’s own testimony. that God so loved the world
that he devised the plan as it is heing carried forward, and
sent hie only hegotten Son to do what he has done and is yet
to dao for the world. (John 3:16, 17) Others deny that any
redemption was accomplished by the death of our Lord Jesus,
deny that his life was <ubstituted as a eorresponding price or
“rensom for all” and elaim that the Father does all by
simply pardoning the sinners, But aeain the one faith is
cleurly pointed out hy the words of Panl—“There is one
wmedwtor between God and men, the man Christ Jesus who
guve himself a ransom [corresponding priec] for all”

When reecived into honest hearts, this simple gospel, the
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true gospel, will gradually open up and spread its roots of
reason and its branches of hope in every direction, feeding
upon the promises of God, building itself up as he designed,
and grasping, as it progresses, the “one baptism” (See TOWER,
June 15, '93) and every other feature of the gospel in its
fulness,

Note the difference between this, God’s fest, on the simple
first principles of the gospel, and the wrong course of men
who attempt to enforce upon all an entire system of faith
(and that when they are the merest babes in Christ), so fet-
tering them, then, that their growth is hindered. To ask
babes in Christ to assent to thirty or forty articles of faith
arranged by fellow-men, and to agree to take those as the
infallible truth, and to promise never to believe either more
or less than they contain, is like selecting in an orchard one
gnarled and crooked tree, as a gtandard, and requiring all the
other trees to be padded out to make them look as thick and
as gnarled as the sample, and to be bound with iron bands that
they might never grow larger or straighter.

This true gospel, this simple faith, easily understood and
confessed by the weakest habe in Christ, must also be, and
always, and equally, the faith of the most developed sons of
God. This one faith (and not the endless ramifications and
details of faith which lead out from it) Paul placed as a
standard or test of all claiming the name Christian. All the
consecrated who agreed on this one standard, or foundation
truth, Paul counted as in and of the one church. While each
member was to grow in grace, knowledge and Jove, there
would always be harmony and oneness in the faith and
fellowship of the church, if all growth were kept in line and
harmony with his foundation truth.

Here was a perfect basis of union, which allowed for all
the various stages of individual development in the truth, and
which most effectually guarded against errors. For if this
simple creed were today made the standard by which all doc-
trines should be tested, it would speedily lead to the discard-
ing of every error and to the true union of the church in the
“one Lord., one faith and one baptism.”

The_endeavor 1 all o think

aitn,” w
buried under the mass of uninspired decrees of popes and
councils. The union of the early church, hased upon the sim-
ple gospel and bound only hy lore, gave place to the hondage
of the church of Rome—n slavery of God’s children, from the
degradation of which multitudes are still wenk and suffering.

The Reformation movement of the sixteenth century came
as an effort to regain liberty of conscience; but, deluded by the
idea of an elaborate crced, insisted upon for so many centuries.
the reformers and their followers formed other systems of
bondage very similar to that of Papacy, though slight modifi-
cations gave liberty to fuller ideas on some subjects. And so
it has been ever since: each new reform movement has made
the failure of attempting to make a creed just large enough
for its prime movers.

A ““CHURCH TRUST’’ UNDESIRABRLE

But while division in the church of Christ are very wrong,
and very contrary to the will and word of our Lord, they are
better far than a wunion in bondage under Papacy’s system,
creed, etc., Instead, therefore, of attempting to get all the
sects to combine in a sort of “church trust,” an ijmage or
likeness of the Papal system of oneness (though on a higher
plane), to regulate and restrict further investigation and
further growth, we need to do thé very opposite—to abolish
all sects and all elaborate creeds and confessions of faith.
Instead of being further bound (by such a church trust
union—or wheel within a wheel, double imprisonment), all
bondage should be set aside, except the simple tests first
imposed in the one faith once delivered to the saints; and all
party sectarian names should be repudiated, and the name of
Christ should be the only name borne by his church.

Such a breaking down of sectarian fences would leave the
true children of God willing to accept the original and
simple test—“all one in Christ Jesus;” and this is what is
needed. It would destroy sectarian pride, which so often
counterfeits true Christian zeal and love, but it would tend
to develop the truth, and thereby to develop the real zeal for
the truth which our Lord desires in his followers. The term
Church of Christ would no longer mean to any “our denom-
ination,” but, when they would sing,

“I Yove thy church, O Godg,

Her walls before thee atand.
Dear as the apple of thine eye,

And graven on thy hand,”
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they would think, instead, of the one, true and only church.

Under such conditions, recognizing the true and only test,
as above quoted from Paul, those who formerly championed
opposite sides of the various questions of doctrine would join
heads and hearts in carefully weighing the various statements
of the Scriptures; and, truly seeking the divine plan, they
would ere long, as promised, be guided into all truth.

They would join hearts and hands as Christians, and while
their heads, might not at once agree on certain points, it would
be only a question of a short time; for the unbiased study of
God's plan, with no sectarian theory and organization to
uphold, would bring the heads of all into union and general
harmony, even though, us at first, the growth of faith-roots
and faith-branches might vary. All would believe the “same
things,” even if some could see and believe more elaborately
than others.—Phil. 3:15, 16.

This freedom, and yet harmony and union, which is the
result of a full acceptance of God’s will and Word, will not
be attained in the present age except by the few, the “over-
comers.” Others, the Scriptures show, will continue in sec-
tarian hondage, and even increase their bondage-union by a
church trust or “confederacy” (Isa. 8:12), until, in the close
of this time of trouble, all this is corrected by the fall of
sectarian systems as well as of present political governments.
—Dan. 12:1; Rev. 18:2-5,

In the next age, during the world’s trial, such great
deceiving systems will not be permitted; but now they are
permitted in order to the testing and manifesting of the
“overcomers.”

Let the dear saints who now walk the narrow way, and
whose names are “written in heaven” as probationary mem-
bers of the one, true church of Christ, patiently persevere in
worshiping God after the manner which others term “heresy’”
—closely studying and helieving all that is written in the
inspired Word, however it may conilict with human creeds
and the opinions of so-called great theologians. Be simple
enough to take God at his \Word, however church monopolies
or trusts may scek, either willingly or unmintentionally, to
wrest it to their own advantage. Flee all so-called unions,
which are merely bondages. What is needed is fewer of such
unions, not more. Each individual needs to feel and exer-
cise the same liberty on doctrine that each sect mow claims.
From this standpoint the bondage-union of the church under
Papacy was the worst and most complete enslavement of the
individual Christian; and the full breaking up of all sec-
tarianism, so that no two persons will be bound to hold one
faith (except on first-principles) is the most desirable con-
dition. The breaking of Papacy into a hundred sects, each
free from the other, was a good work, tending to the realiza-
tion of the liberty wherewith Christ makes free. Though at
first regarded as a calamity, it soon came to be known as the
Reformation. And now the breaking up of these numerous
sects, so that cach individual will be free, is essential to a
fuller growth in grace, knowledge and love than is at present
possible. This breaking up of sectarianism, now regarded as
a calamity, will by and by be recognized as truly the greatest
of all religious reformations. The signs of the times indi-
cate that such a reformation is impending, and the Scriptures
declare it. A little more light, a little more knowledge, and
these sectarian shackles upon the individual conscience will
fall. Then whatever union shall exist will be upon right
principles—a union of hearts and principles and not merely a
heterogeneous confederacy. Recognizing each other’s personal
liberties, each disciple of Christ will be bound to the other by
his love of the Lord and of his Word alone; and others will
be separated.

Sectarianism has wofully distorted that beautiful figure of
Christian union given by our Lord, recorded in John 15:1.6.
To fit it to sectarianism, and to make their error in this
appear to be supported by God’s Word, it is claimed that the
“vine” is the whole church, and that the various denomina-
tions of “Christendom” are the branches. But that the Lord’s
words will bear no such construction must' be evident to any
one who will give the passage candid consideration. The
branches are the individuals, and “any branch” is defined by
our Lord’s own words to be “any man.” Let this, our Lord’s
illustration of the proper union of all the branches in one
vine, connected and nourished by the same sap, from the
same roots. teach us of true union and personal freedom in
the body of Christ.

* » *

Suppose that the salaries and “livings” of all ministers,
bishops, priests. etc., were cut off, all churches, chapels and
cathedrals destroyed, all theological seminaries broken up,
and their professors turned to other pursuits, all religious
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guilds and societies disbunded, including all sectarian organi-
zations—what would be the elfect?

Who can doubt that it would be a real blessing under the
disguise of a great and terrible catastrophe? The ectiect would
be to bring true Christiauns together as the family of God, and
not as sectarian bands; to study God’s Word, and not human
traditions and creeds formulated in the dark ages. Very soon.
unhindered, God’s Word would he heard by all truly his;
and one Lord, one faith and one bhaptism would -oon be the
result, while the worldly mass would specdily drift apart,
and the true distinction between the church and the world
would be discernible. The Scriptures scem to indicate that
very much of this sort of destruction of present systems nmst
take place before all the “wheat.” the true Church. will he
separated from the “tares,” the mere professors. Larty spirit
and love of sect arc so strong that, apparently, nothing short
of a complete wreck of all the sects will ~uilice to set free
all of God’s children now bound and blindfolded in and hy
them.

This catastrophe—sectarian destruction, the fall of Bahy-
lon—is what ix referred to in the Book of Revelation under
the symbol of the seven last plagues. (Rev. 15-1R) The pain
from these will cousist largely of mental clagrin. the disap-
pointment of sectarian hopes and plans. and the wounding of
sectarian pride. \When the Master said, “Wateh ye. thut ye
may he accounted worthy to escape all these things coming
upon the world,” it included the pain of these plagnes, ax well
as other annoyances to which the world will he subject hecause
of ignorance of the real plan of God. Tt is of escape from
these plagues that the Revelator (our Lord—Rev. 1:1) ~speaks
to us, saying, “Come out of her, my people. that ye he not
partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.”
—TRev. 18:4,

THREE VIEWS OF THE CHURCH

Brother Wright sends us the following clipping, with the
remark, “Two views well stated. Dleasc give us the third and
true one, Brother Russell.”

“There are two conceptions of the Church, which, for cou-
venience, I shall designate as the Protestant and Catholic
conceptions. The Protestant idesa of the Church is that it is a
voluntary association of believers in Christ; that those who
think alike upon religious subjects join together in a soviety
and choose their pastor, who derives his commission and his
authority from them. Consequently they are at liberty to
prescribe what he shall and shall not teach, or to unmake
their church and make another, precisely ws tie members of
a club. or of a political party, have a right to withdraw aud
form a new organization. The DProtestant theory of the
Church is that of an aggregation of individuals. "who can
rearrange themselves at will, and thus create new churches at
every re-arrangement.’ (Ewcr.) The Catholic theory, on the
other hand, is that it is an organization which God Almighty
has founded once for all, to last to the end of time, and into
which he invites men: it is his family, his houschold, his
kingdom, his city. Its officers are commissioned by him and
hold their authority as teaclhiers only from him. In a word.
the Catholic Church is not a democracy but an empire. not
republic but a kingdom. As such, it comex to man with
divine authority: its officers are under oath to the Kternal
King, and they are to minister to man in his name. and for
him,”—7The Living Church.

In presenting the true view of the churcl. we Labor under
the disadvantage that for fifteen hundred years people liave,
heen taught one or the other of the above views. or combina-
tions of both, while the true idea has been generally lost sight
of since the sccond century. The true view, as we conceive it.
is as follows:—

God’s church, when completed and organized, will be all
that is given above as the Catholic or Episcopal view. But it
is not yet completed, and hence not yet organized. When
organized, it will be clothed with power, and will be. “not a
democracy, but an cmpire; not a_ republic, but a kingdom.
As such it [will] come to man [the world—during the Mil-
lennium] with divine authority [and with power to back up
that authority]. Its officers are [then to bel] under oath to
the Eternal King, and they are to minister to man in his
pame, and for him.” All this. it is to be noted. fits exactly to
the coming reign of the church, when it shall “bless all the
families of the earth;” but it does not fit at all to the present

state or condition. There is_no organization today clothed
ith g divin apkind.
Therc_is_no_orggnization doinz fhis todax: TATTN
woll_aware that many of them _in theorv claim that the
ought to he permifted To do_s0: and many more wou T Tike

to do =o.
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a people for the reception of the gospel (whether they had
profited by it or not), that they were expected to recognize
both the harvest message and the appointed and attested mes-
sengers; and their opportunity for either receiving or rejecting
them was the first applied test of their worthiness of the
special favors then about to be offered to them. It was on
this account that the harvesters were instructed to go to that
people in a manner to impress them with a sense of their
obligations as a covenant people to receive and gladly to enter-
tain the messengers of the Lord to them. Throughout the
whole nation the fame of the Messiah and the divine attesta-
tions of his power and authority had spread (Matt. 4:23-25;
Mark 1:28, 32-34, 45; 6:31-34; 8:26, 27; Luke 4:14, 15,_36, 37;
Matt. 9:26, 31; 14:1, 2), and these now sent forth in his name
represented him, so that in receiving them they were receiving
him, and in rejecting them they were rejecting him. Hence
the blessing promised on their reception, and denunciations
that followed their rejection. (Verses 11-15) When they de-
parted out of the city or house that rejected them, they were
to shake off the very dust of their feet for a testimony against
them, because that in so doing they were violating their most
golemn covenant with God and bringing upon themselves the
just condemnation of such a course, That condemnation, how-
ever, was not to eternal death, but to deprivation of the privi-
leges and blessings of the new dispensation then about to he
offered to them, but of which they proved themselves unworthy.
Nor was the condemnation, either then or at the full end of
their age, an individual one; for, although the nation as a
whole was cast off from divine favor and blinded, and destined
to remain so until the gospel favor had passed over to the
Gentiles, yet during this time, if any individual of the nation
repented and severed his ties with the nation and family
(which the persecuting spirit of the nation has always com-
pelled) he might, through such tribulation, enter into the
embryo kingdom—the Gospel church.

In this harvest the circumstances attending the work are
in many respects quite different. Though here also the Lord
has a consecrated people—nominal spiritual Israel—they are
not a local nation within a circumscribed boundary, but they
are scattered here and there as wheat in the midst of tares.
The reapers herc must therefore search them out singly, while
there they were grouped in cities and families and a nation.

Again, the oircumstances here are the reverse of tl}ose
there in that the testimony to the truth is given in the midst
of a very babel of voices, all claiming to teach the truth; and
so great is the confusion that only the consecrated and faithful
souls, whose practiced ears know the Master's voice from all
others, are able to discern it. They have an affinity for the
truth: the holy Spirit within them recognizes the same spirit
in the message, as well as in the messengers, and it satisfies
their longings as nothing else can do.

Thus the harvest message becomes a test of faithfulness to
God’s covenant people here, and as a sickle it accomplishes the
reaping. These different circumstances and conditions of this
harvest make necessary the very reverse of the former method
of the dependence of the messengers upon the hospitality of
the people. Now, in order to make manifest that no mer-
cenary motives, or motives of indolence, or love of ease, or
popularity, or of desire to impose on others prompt the reapers
of this harvest, the Lord in his providence has so arranged
the work here that all such motives are manifestly eliminated
from the harvest work; and it is seen to be a self-sacrificing
labor of love, prompted by that devotion and zeal which the
truth alone inspires. And this of itself commends the truth
to the attention of the Lord’s people where the messenger
comes in contact with them, though often it reaches them
through the printed page alone, where the luster of the truth
is its own commendation.

This difference in the two harvests was aptly illustrated
by the Lord when he likened the Jewish nation to wheat and
chaff, and his work there to a fan for blowing the chaff away
—thus indicating the compactness of that people; while here
his professed people are likened to wheat and tares, thus indi-
cating their scattered and confused condition and the necessity
of careful searching and gathering out.

It would therefore be entirely out of order for the reapers
in this harvest to denounce or shake off the dust of their feet
for a testimony against any city now, for no city or community
as such is now in covenant relations with God as was Israel;
and so different are the customs and circumstances of this time
that a man might brush the dust and denounce the people for
a week and not be noticed, or, if noticed, merely considered as
of unsound mind, so intent are the masses of the people on
pursuing their own course and grasping after gain.

The consequence now to those who recognize and yet reject
the truth will be very similar to those which followed Israel’s
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rejection (their complete overthrow in the midst of great
tribulation), excepting that the increased light and privilege
of this time will merit and receive the greater punishment
—*“a time of trouble such as never was since there was a
nation.” (Dan. 12:1) Surely, then, it will be more tolerable
for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah (Matt. 10:15) in the
day of judgment (the Millennial age) than for the condemned
house of Israel, either fleshly or spiritual, which are judged
unworthy of the grace of God, because they cast it from them.
The judgment upon condemned fleshly Israel was a terrible
overthrow in the midst of harrowing scenes of war and deso-
lation and famine, leaving them utterly desolate and scattering
them as fugitives among all nations; while that which is
shortly to come upon nominal spiritual Israel is described as
a time of unparalleled trouble, such as never has been and
never again shall be,

Another point of contrast which this lesson suggests is that
between the Lord’s methods for the harvest work of the Jewish
age and the subsequent methods of the inspired apostles,
equally under the Lord’s direction and supervision, which not
only winnowed the grain of that harvest, but also sought to
systematically store it. The wheat of that dispensation was to
form the nucleus of the Christian church—the embryo king-
dom of heaven—which as a compact and sympathetic body
subject to Christ, imbued with his spirit, and representing his
truth, was to stand before the world as a living testimony to
his truth and to the power of his grace for nearly two thou-
sand years. It was necessary, therefore, as believers multi-
plied in the days of the apostles, to adopt some simple method
of recognition which would serve to unify them and to make
them helpful one to another as members of one body.

But as that work of organizing the church of the new
Gospel dispensation was no part of the harvest work of the
old Jewish dispensation, so the present harvest work or reap-
ing of the Gospel dispensation is also separate and distinct
from the work of the new Millennial dispensation now drawing
on. But there is this difference between our days and those
of the apostles: the wheat of the Gospel age is not to form
the nucleus of another church for the Millennial age; and
those gathered out from among the tares are not beginning,
but are finishing their course on earth, and the time of their
sojourn in the flesh is very short and cannot go beyond the
twenty years of harvest yet remaining. Their organization for
the work of the new dispensation will be beyond the vail, when
they are changed to the glorious likeness of the Lord.

In view of these facts and also of the nature of the harves

exXpe o rves vi
do so to the extent of his ability and opportunity. it is plain
a e ormmg of a_visible organ W

Y.l
Dplag; and if done would seem to indicate on the part of the
church a desire to conform to the now popular idea of organi-
zation or confederacy. (See Isa. 8:12) The work now is not
organization, but division, just as it was in the Jewish harvest
proper (Matt. 10:34-36) And this harvest, as illustrated by
the natural, is the busiest time of all the age, because the time
is short and the “winter’” is fast approaching. What is to be
done must be done quickly, and there is abundant room in the
great field for every member of the body of Christ to reap.

While, therefore, we do not esteem a visible organization
of the gathered ones to be a part of the Lord’s plan in the
harvest work, as though we expected as an organization to
abide here for another age, we do esteem it to be his will that
those that love the Lord should speak often one to another of
their common hopes and joys, or trialy and perplexities, com-
muning together concerning the precious things of his Word.
and so help one another, and not forget the assembling of
themselves together as the manner of some is; and so much
the more as they see the day approaching.—Heb. 10:25.

Let us, then, give ourselves diligently to the great harvest
work, observing and carefully following the providential lines
for the guidance of the work as indicated by the Lord of the
harvest—the same Lord, and just as truly present and active
in this harvest as in the Jewish harvest, though invisible to
mortal sight. What dignity and grandeur and blessed inspi-
ration does the realization of this truth give our humbie serv-
ices! Truly it is not a glory which the world can discern.
but faithfulness to the end of our course will bring an exceed-
ing and eternal weight of glory which will appear to all God's
intelligent creatures of every name and order;: for in the ages
to come he will show forth the excceding riches of his grace
in his loving kindness toward us who are in Christ Jesus
(Eph. 2:7); and, praice the Lord! our exaltation and glory
will be for a grand and benevolent service—even the privilege
of scattering universal blessings.
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prayer and receive that stren| and sympathy and consola-
tion and help we so much need. Let us live in the presence of
the Father and the Son who have promised to abide with us.
It will sweeten our days and comfort our nights and ease our
burdens and lighten our carcs and brighten our hopes, and, in
a word. it will lift us up above the world into a higher and
purer atmosphere. Such is the will of heaven concerning us:
let us appreciate and avail ourselves of the privilege.

By all the encouragements of precept and example, the
Lord assures us that the fervent prayer of a righteous man (a
justified and conscerated child of God) availeth much. (Jas.
5:16) We arc urged also to come in faith. Jesus said, “If
ve have faith and doubt not, . ... all things whatsoever ye
shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.” (Matt. 21 :22)
As he was addressing his consecrated disciples, it must of
course be understood that all their petitions would be subjected
to divine wisdom, and therefore the answers to their prayers,
though always sure, might not always be in the way expected,
but they would always be considered and answered in some
way for their highest good.

What a blessed privilege, dear fellow-disciples of the Lord,
* is ours, to be instant in prayer, to pray always—to lift up our
hearts and minds to God at any time and in any place and to
realize thus daily and hourly that the Father and our dear
Lord Jesus continually abide with us. And then, when the
active duties of the day have been performed under his eye
and supervision, or at any time when the soul realizes its
necessity, how precious is the privilege of entering into our
closets and there alone with God unburdening our hearts at
the throne of grace.

While secret prayer is the blessed privilege of every child
of God, and one without which his spiritual life cannot be
sustained, it is also the privilege of Christians to unite their
petitions at the throne of grace. This united prayer is spe-
cially commended by the Lord. (Matt. 18:19) “Again I say
unto you, that if two of you shall agree on earth as touching
anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my
Father; for where two or three are gathered together in my
name, there am I in the midst of them.”

With such promises as these, together with an experience
of their fulfilment, who can doubt the love and favor of our
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God and of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ? Therefore
let us be encouraged tq pray always and not to faint whem
the answers seem to tarry long, for time is often required to
work out the deep designs of an allwise and loving Providence.
Remember the words of the angel to Daniel. Daniel said,
“While I was speaking and praying and confessing my sin
and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplica-
tion before the Lord my God, for the hol mountain of my
God; yea, while I was speaking in prayer,” the answer came
by the hand of an angel who said, “O Daniel, I am now come
forth to give thee skill and understanding. A¢ the beginning of
thy supplications the commandment came forth, and I am
;%:r;% to show thee; for thou art greatly beloved.”—Dan. 9:

On another occasion, when Daniel had mourned three weeks,
fasting and praying, because of his inability to understand,
the angel of the Lord came and said, “Fear not, Daniel, for
from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to under-
stand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were
heard, and I am come for thy words.”—Dan. 10:2, 3, 10-12.

Even so shall it ever be with all the beloved of the Lord:
at the beginning of our supplications God begins to set in
operation the influences and to shape the circumstances which
are designed to work out the intended blessing for us—if we
faint not, but continue instant in prayer, thereby evincing
our continued earnestness of desire, and if we confess our
sins, and set our hearts to understand, and chasten ourselves
before him. How many prayers are not heard or are hin-
dered because the one who asks does not first purify himself
of evil in his own heart? “Ye ask, and receive not, because
ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts;” 1. e,
you ask selfishly and without regard to the will of God. (Jas.
3:3) But to the chastened and sanctified comes the promise
—“Before they call [reading the desire of the heart even
before it finds expression in words] I will answer [will begin
80 to shape events as to bring the answer soon or later}; and
while they are yet speaking I will hear.” (Isa. 65:23, 24)
While this is in connection with a prophecy relating to the
Lord’s people in the Millennial age, it nevertheless is true of
all his faithful ones of this age. Praise the Lord for all his
loving kindness to even the least of his lowly children!

CONCERNING PROFITABLE MEETINGS

We have received a number of requests from friends of the
truth for advice as to the most profitable methods of con-
ducting meetings. One brother writes:

“A° few brethren who have been reading DAwWN express
their willingness to meet somewhere to study in consecutive
order, and I ask suggestions for a plan suited to beginners.
Pray for us, that we mey commence this study in the right
way, and be the recipients of many blessings.

“Yours in the faith, J. W. McLANE.”

Another brother recently removed to a new neighborhood

saYS:

"I find in this locality a fine field for labor. Several here
to whom I have given tracts already manifest interest.
have conversed freely with them on Bible subjects, and have
their promise to attend meetings at my house. So if you can
aid me by suggestions I will be thankful.

“] am, dear brother, yours in the service of the Master,

“JosHUA L. GREEN.”

Another Brother writes:—

“IVe have a number of persons lere who wish to assemble
themselves together for worship. We would be pleased to
have some instructions from you as to how to go about it.

“I hope you can give us some way which will be satis-
factory. Some of us have left the churches and are now
free from all precepts of men. To speak for myself, 1 left the
Presbyterian church.

“Yours in Christ, C. C. FLEMING.”

e are glad to note the increasing desire for the study of
God's plan of the ages; and also to see that the importance
of method and order are recognized in this. We give our
advice as follows:—

(1) You would best first re-read some things already
written which bear upon this subject—in our issues of May
1, ’93, page 131; Sept. ’03, page 259; Oct. 15, ’93, page 307;

Mar. 1, '94, page 73; April 1, '95, page 78; May 1, ’05,
page 109.

ew. f “organization.’ ig wholly un
The Bible rules will be the only rules you will need. no

seek to bind others’ consciences, and do not permit others to
bind yours. Believe and obey so far as you can understand
God’s’ Word today, and so continue growing in grace and
knowledge and love day by day.

(3) The Bible instructs you whom to fellowship as
“brethren ;”—only believers who are seeking to walk, not
after the flesh, but after the spirit. Not believers of any
and every thing, but believers of the Gospel record—that
mankind ‘is fellen into sin and its penalty, death, and that
only in Christ is there salvation, “through faith in his
blood” “shed for the remission of sins,” as “a ransom [a
corresponding price] for all” Any who merely believe in
Christ as a noble and good person, a grand example of
righteous living, etc, may be agreeable as neighbors or busi-
ness acquaintances, but they are not “believers,” and hence are
not “brethren,” any more than are Jews, Mohammedans,
Infidels, publicans and sinners—for practically these also so
acknowledge him.

(4) You come together, then, as God’s children, bought
back from sin and death with the great price, and resolved
henceforth to live not unto yourselves, but unto him who died
for you. (2 Cor. 5:15) Your meetings should have certain
objects in view, viz:—

(a) Worship, praise and prayer.

(b) Mutual helpfulness in waging victorious warfare
against the world, the flesh and the devil within and without.

(c) And to these ends you meet also for the study of
God’s Word, which he provided for our instruction and help
in the narrow way which leads to those blessings prepared
by him for those who love him and who demonstrate their
love by their efforts to serve, honor and obey him.

(5) Thus seen, a knowledge of doctrines is not our
ultimate object in meeting, but the building up of characters,
which, as attempted copies of the character of God’s dear Son,
will be “accepted in the Beloved.” But God declares that
knowledge of the doctrines which he las revealed in his Word
will be of great value to us in our endeavors to grow in his
ra.ce.

g Hence, after worship, praise and prayer, Bible study should
be recognized in its two parts,—(a) The study of God’s plan,
—what he tells us he is doing for us and for the world; what
he has done; and what he will yet do; that we may be
enabled a8 sons to enter into the very spirit of the great
work of God and be intelligent co-workers with him. (b) The
study of our duties and privileges in God’s service, toward
each other and toward those that are without, to the end that
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picture of the old world's children in Chris-
tendom.—2 Cor. 3:15; 4:4, 6.

! What a contrast when we Jook at the
children of the New World society of Je-
hovah's witnesses! They carry a lamp too,
the same lamp in fact, God's written Word.
But as it is written in Psalm 119:105 (AS):
“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and
light unto my path.” Why is it they have
light whereas the children of Christendom
do not? Both have the same lamp, God's
Word, the Bible, Where is the difference?
The answer is that they looked with un-
veiled faces at the gleaming Word of the
heavenly Father and they also accepted
enlightening instruction through his moth.-
erly organization. As it is written at Prov-
erbs 6:20, 23 (RS): “My son, keep your
father's commandment, and forsake not
your mother’s teaching. For the command-
ment is a lamp and the teaching a light, and
the reproofs of discipline are the way of
life.”

s Consider that for a moment. Two
things are mentioned: the commandment
of the father and the teaching or law of
the mother. Then the proverb explains that
the commandment of the father is a burn-
ing lamp but that there is light also from
the teaching or law of the mother. The
world is full of Eibles, which Book contains
e commandments of God. Why, then, do
e peonTe not o Whih-way 15 go7 Te-
cause they do not also have the teaching
or law of the mother, whic eho-
7 as provi s holy written
Word for all mankind and it contains all
the information that is needed for men in
taking a course leading to life. But God
has not arranged for that Word to speak
independently or to shine forth life-giving
truths by itself. His Word says: “Light is
sown for the righteous.” (Ps. 97:1) It Is
mwhnt significant woy de the New Warld soclety's
children differ from Christendom's?

3. What s required of these whe would have light
from the Bible?
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through his organization that God pro-
vides this light that the proverb says is the
teaching or law of the mother. If we are
to walk in the light of truth we must recog-
nize not only Jehovah God as our Father
but his organization as our mother,

* Some who call themselves Christians
and who claim God as their Father boast
that they walk with God alone, that he
directs their steps personally. Such persons
not only forsake the teaching or law of
the mother, but they literally throw God's
woman out into the streets. The light of
God's truth is not for them, In the nation
of Israel Jehovah made obedience to par-
ents mandatory. “Honor your father and
your mother” was the fifth commandment
of the Ten. (Ex. 20:2-17; Deut. 5:16, NW)
The reward for obedience was long life;
for disobedience, death. “In case a man
should happen to have a son who is stub-
born and rebellious, he not listening to the
voice of his father or the voice of his
mother, and they have corrected him but
he will not listen to them, then . . . all
the men of his city must stone him with
stones and he must die.” (Deut. 21:18-21,
NW) Such honor ancd obedience was re-
quired not only as due the immediate par-
ents in the flesh but also as rightfully
belonging tc the older men of influence in
Israel. Failure to render such proper re-
spect to Elisha, the prophet of Jehovah,
brought upon a gang of juveniledelinquents
the just sentence of speedy execution.
(2 Ki. 2:24) Today, also, God requires and
exacts from his children obedience, honor
and respect. These must be rendered not
only to the living God himself, but to his
wifely organization as well.

IDENTIFYING TRE MOTHER ORGANIZATION
' The real mother of Christians is not

4. To what extent were the Israelites required to honor
father sand mother? and to what extent are Christians
today?

8. How docs Paul identify the true mother of Christlans?
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children of Israel had been slaves in Egypt.
Moses had already freed himself from
Egypt’s yoke by fleeing to Midian, where
he had lived for forty years. But Jehovah
directed him to return to Egypt to repre-
sent the Israelites as one united body of
people. Jehovah then made a common pro-
vision for them all, and any who expected
to benefit from it had to act upon it in
the same identical manner. All must con-
form in the selection of an animal, a male
sheep or goat one year old, and sprinkle
its blood on the doorposts of their houses.
Then, by families, they must roast and
eat its flesh and leave Egypt en masse
about midnight as an orderly body, obey-
ing common instructions and receiving a
common deliverance. (Ex. 12:1-13, 21-39)
When Jehovah brought them all to Mount
Sinai in the wilderness, he gave them his
Law organizing them as a theocratic
nation.

8 All the Law or Torah that Jehovah in-
spired Moses to write was for this theo-
cratic organization of Israel. So were all
the other books that now comprise the
Hebrew Scriptures, or the *“Old Testa-
ment” as some persons refer to them. But
over fifteen centuries later, Paul, himself
an Israelite and an apostle of Jesus Christ,
wrote concerning these books that make
up three-quarters of our Bible: “For all
the things that were written aforetime
were written for our instruction, that
through our endurance and through the
comfort from the Scriptures we might
have hope.” (Rom. 15:4) By this, Paul
meant that the Bible, as an instruction
book for the theocratic organization of Is-
rael, had now become a book of instruc-
tions for the organization of the Chris-
tian congregation.

* As the canon of books of God's Word
8. How did the Hebrew Scriptures become a book of
instructions for Christians?

9. How can it be said that the Bible {s an organiza-
tional book for the Christian congregation?
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was expanded and the Christian Greek
Scriptures were added to complete the Bi-
ble, each book was written directly to the
Christian congregation or to a member of
the Christian congregation in its behalf.
Thus the Bible is an organizational book
and belongs to the Christian congregation
as an organization, not to_individuals, re-
gardless of how sincerely they may be-
lieve that they can interpret the Bible. For
this reason the Bible cannot be properly
understood without Jehovah'’s visible or-
_ganization in mind.

THE CHRISTIAN
CONGREGATION AS AN ORGANIZATION

10 Jesus did not begin the Christian con-
gregation while he was still on earth. He
did, however, select twelve apostles at that
time, although Judas, who betrayed him,
was replaced by another follower after
Jesus’ ascension to his Father in heaven.
These ‘“‘apostles of the Lamb” began to
serve as foundation stones and pillars of
the congregation after it was organized.
(Rev. 21:14) This came on the day of
Pentecost, 33 C.E., when the first Chris-
tian congregation was organized at Jeru-
salem. One hundred and twenty of Jesus’
disciples were assembled together with one
mind and purpose when Jehovah’s spirit
was poured out upon them, and the Chris-
tian congregation never lost this unity of
thought as long as the apostles remained
alive.—Acts 1:12-15; 2:1-4.

n1Though separated in person and
groups assembling as Christian congre-
gations, those composing the Christian
congregation are still one united body,
just as Israel was one typical theocratic
nation, Paul said: “One body there is, and

10. When and how did the Christian congregation have
a beginning?

11, 12. (a) What wrong view do some persons take of
the Christian congregation? (b) How do Paul and
Peter show that the congregation must be one body?



You Can Live Forever
In Paradise on Earth

-But How?

¢Y IVING forever on earth is just an
impossible dream. There is no way
anybody can do it.'

You may have heard people say that.
Yet you may know that in the begin-
ning it was God's purpose for obedient
humans to live forever in an earthly
Paradise. And God never fails to accom-
plish what he purposes! (Genesis 1:28;
Isaiah 55:11) His Word plainly promises:
“The righteous themselves will possess
the earth, and they will reside forever
upon it."—Psalm 37:29.

That is the thrilling message that Je-
hovah'’s Witnesses bring to people when
they call at their homes. The Kingdom,
with Jesus Christ as Ruler, will see to
it that God's original purpose is accom-
plished. Under the Kingdom's righteous
administration this earth will be cultivat-
ed to become a beautiful Paradise. How-
ever, not everyone will be permitted to
live in the Paradise earth. Requirements
must be met. That is reasonable.—Mat-
thew 6:10.

Consider: If you were the owner of a
beautiful home surrounded by well-kept
gardens, would you allow just anyone to
live there? No, he would have to meet
with your approval, meeting your re-
quirements. What does God require of
those who will reside forever upon his
Paradise carth? LLCl us examine f]our ba-
§ic requirements.
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Four Requirements

Jesus Christ identified a first require-
1nent when he said in prayer to his Fa-
ther: “This means everlasting life, their
laking in knowledge of you, the only
true God, and of the one whom you sent
forth, Jesus Christ.” (John 17:3) Knowl-
edge of God and of Jesus Christ includes
l.nowledge of God's purposes regarding
the earth and of Christ's role as earth's
1.ew King. Will you take in such knowl-
«dge by studying the Bible?

Many have found the second require-
1aent more difficult. It is to obey God's
laws, yes, to conform one's life to the
moral requirements set out in the Bi-
ble. This includes refraining from a de-
bauched, immoral way of life.—1 Corin-
thians 6.9, 10; 1 Peter 4:3, 4.

A third requirement is that we be as-
sociated wz!ﬁ God's channel, his organi-
za%ion. God Nhas always used an organi-
zation. For example, only those in the
srk in Noah's day survived the Flood,
¢nd only those associated with the Chris-
tian congregation in the first century
had God's favor. (Acts 4:12) Similarly,
Jehovah is using only one organization
today to accomplish his will, To receive

everlasting life in the earthly Paradise
{7e Tust 1dentily that organization and
serve od as part of 1t.

*“The Tourth requirement is connected

with loyalty. God requires that prospec-
tive subjects of his Kingdom support his




although walking with confidence in Jeho-

o 1llustrate: Suppose a brother thinks
that he has not been appointed as a min-
isterial servant or an overseer because the
elders have something against him. In-
stead of reacting in a way that could
disturb the congregation’s peace, he
should remember that Jehovah is direct-
ing the theocratic organization. Hence,
the brother may seek some explanation in
a humble, peaceful manner. (Hebrews
12:14) Then how wise it would be for him
to acknowledge any weaknesses called to
his attention and prayerfully strive to

make improvement! Thereafter, he can -

leave matters in God’s hands, in keeping
with the words: “Throw your burden upon
Jehovah himself.” (Psalm 55:22) In time
and as we qualify spiritually, Jehovah is
sure to give us plenty to do in his service.
—Compare 1 Corinthians 15:58.

16 Even if we have suffered some real
wrong at the hands of a brother or a sister,
would that give us just cause to stop asso-
ciating with the congregation? Would we
thus be justified in ceasing to render sa-
cred service to Jehovah? No, for such a
course would be one of unfaithfulness to
God and ingratitude for his leadership. It
would also indicate that we did not love
our loyal fellow believers earth wide. (Mat-
thew 22:36-40; 1 John 4:7, 8) Moreover, if
we were to break our integrity to Jehovah,
that would give Satan a basis for taunting
God—something we surely do not desire!
~—Proverbs 27:11.

17 S0, then, let us ‘bless Jehovah and

16. Even if we have suffered some real wrong
inside the congregation, what course should we
not take, and why?

17. (a) What should help us to maintain our
confidence in Jehovah’s leadership of his organi-
zation? (b) What will be the experience of those
who continue to walk with confidence in Jeho-
vah’s leadership?
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never forget all the doings of the One who
crowns our life with loving-kindness and
mercies.’ (Psalm 103:2-4) If we always re-
member our loving God and act in har-
mony with his Word, we will maintain
strong confidence in his unfailing leader-

ship. (Proverbs 22:19) To turn away from
Jehovah and his organizaflon, to spurn the
direction o e taithiul and discreet
slave,” and to rely simply on personal Bible
reading and interpretation 1s to become
ke a solitary tree 1in a parched land. Bul
n contrast, a person wEose conndence is
in our Great Leader, Jehovah, “will cer-
tainly become like a trec planted by the
waters, that sends out its roots right by
the watercourse; and he will not see when
heat comes, but his foliage will actually
prove to be luxuriant.” Moreover, “in the
year of drought he will not become anx-
ious, nor will he leave off from producing
fruit” to God's glory. (Matthew 24:45-47;
Jeremiah 17:8) That can be your blessed
experience if you resolutely continue to
walk with confidence in Jehovah's leader-
ship.

Can You Answer?

o In what ways did Jehovah prove
to be a matchless leader of the
Israelites?

O As to God's leadership, ancient
Israel provides what warnings?

0 Over whom is Jehovah
exercising leadership today?

0 What can help us to guard
against loss of confidence in
Jehovah's leadership?

o Even if we suffer some wrong
inside the congregation, what
attitude should we have toward
Jehovah's leadership?
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