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Independent Thinking

The Watchtower, February 15, 1979, p. 20
 “In a world where people are tossed about by
confusing winds of religious doctrine, Jehovah’s
people need to be stable, full-grown Christians.
(Eph. 4:13, 14) Their position must be steadfast,
not shifting quickly because of independent
thinking or emotional pressures. (Col. 1:23; 2:6, 7)”

The Watchtower, January 15, 1983, p. 22
"Avoid Independent Thinking … How is such
independent thinking manifested? A common way
is by questioning the counsel that is provided by
God's visible organization."

The Watchtower, January 15, 1983, p. 27
“Fight Against Independent Thinking … Yet there
are some who point out that the organization has
had to make adjustments before, and so they argue:
‘This shows that we have to make up our own mind
on what to believe.’ This is independent thinking.
Why is it so dangerous? Such thinking is an
evidence of pride.”

(continued)



The Watchtower, February 1, 1987, p. 19
“First of all, there is the matter of being obedient
and ready to respond to encouragement. When
direction and encouragement come from the proper
source, it is only right that we should respond
readily. Thus, rather than viewing these qualities as
mere national traits, we keep in mind Jesus’ words:
‘My sheep listen to my voice, and I know them,
and they follow me.’ (John 10:27) We also
remember that one feature of ‘the wisdom from
above’ is being ‘ready to obey.’ (James 3:17)
These are qualities that all Christians are
encouraged to put on. Due to background and
upbringing, some may be more given to
independent thinking and self-will than others.
Perhaps this is an area where we need to discipline
ourselves and ‘make our mind over’ so that we can
perceive more clearly what the ‘will of God’ is.—
Romans 12:2.”

The Watchtower, September 15, 1989, p. 23
 “In the world, there is a tendency to reject
leadership. As one lecturer said: ;’The rising
education level has improved the talent pool such
that followers have become so critical that they are
almost impossible to lead.’ But a spirit of
independent thinking does not prevail in God’s
organization, and we have sound reasons for
confidence in the men taking the lead among us.”
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