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Deity of Jesus Christ

The Watchtower Reprints, April 15, 1893, p.
1515

“It is since his resurrection that the message has
gone forth - *All power in heaven and in earth is
given unto me.” (Matt. 28:18) Consequently it is
only since then that he could be called the Almighty
(asin Rev. 1:8)”

The Watchtower Reprints, December 1, 1903, p.
3282

“But he could justify only such as believed in Jesus,
and how could they believe on him of whom they
had not heard, and with out a preacher sent of God?
(Rom. 10:14)”

The Finished Mystery (SS-7), 1917 ed., p. 15
“1:8, 1 am THE Alphaand | AM ALSO THE
Omega. - Alphaisthefirst letter, and Omegathe
last |etter, of the Greek alphabet. The Beginning
and the Ending. -Our Lord’s great honor is shown
in that He was not only the first of God's creation,
but the last. From this we are to understand that the
great Jehovah did not directly employ His own
power in creating either men or angels; but that He
delegated His power to His Only-begotten Son. -
Z.93-115; Rev. 1.4; 16:5-7.”
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The Finished Mystery (SS-7), 1917 ed., p. 318
“21:6, And He (said) SAITH unto me, (itisdone)) |
am Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End.-
“It was the Father’ s good pleasure that the Blessed
One, the Only Begotten of the Father, should
accomplish the entire program of redemption and
restitution;”

The Word Who Is He? According to John, 1962
ed., p. 4-5

“Of course, the Bible reader who uses the generally
accepted versions or trandations will at once say;
‘“Why, there should be no difficulty about knowing
who the Word is. It plainly says that the Word is
God; and God is God.” But, in answer, we must say
that not all our newer modern trandations by Greek
scholars read that way,...So in the above-quoted
Bible trandations we are confronted with the
expressions ‘God’ ‘divine’ ‘god of asort,” ‘god,’
and ‘agod,’ Men who teach atriune God, a
Trinity, strongly object to the trandation ‘agod.’
They say, among other things, that it meansto
believe in polytheism. Or they cal it Unitarianism
or Arianism.”

The Word Who Is He? According to John, 1962
ed., p. 40

“S0 again we note that Jesus never spoke of himself
as God or caled himself God. He always put
himself below God rather than on an equality with
God.”
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Make Sure, 1965 ed., p. 485
“Jesus Christ Not One God with the Father

Make Sure, 1965 ed., p. 485
"The Father is Jesus' God"

Make Sure, 1965 ed., p. 485
"Jesus called his Father the “only true God,”
excluding himsalf"

Make Sure, 1965 ed., p. 485
"Jesus is the Son of God, not God the Son"

Make Sure, 1965 ed., p. 486
"Jesusis, not God, but Mediator between God and
men"

Make Sure, 1965 ed., p. 486
"Jesus did not claim to be God, but God' s
representative”

Make Sure, 1965 ed., p. 486
"Jesus Not Equal to the Father in Power and Glory,
but Subject to Him"

Make Sure, 1965 ed., p. 486
"Even in heaven he is subject to the Father"

Make Sure, 1965 ed., p. 486
"Only Jehovah Is from Everlasting to Everlasting"

Make Sure, 1965 ed., p. 487
"Son of God had a beginning, was created"

Make Sure, 1965 ed., p. 487
"Oneness of Father and Son No More Mysterious
than Unity of True Christians.”
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Kingdom Interlinear Translation, 1985 ed., p.
529
Reference to Jesus as “Ho Theos’

The Watchtower, July 1, 1986, p. 31

“The title ho theos (the God, or God) which now
designates the Father as a personal redlity, is not
applied in the N(ew) T(estament) to Jesus
Himself.”

Should You Believe in the Trinity, 1989 ed., p.
14

“Jesus, in his prehuman existence, was ‘the first-
born of all creation.’” (Colossians 1:15, NJB) He
was ‘the beginning of God's creation.” (Revelation
3:14, RS, Catholic edition). ‘Beginning’ (Greek,
ar-khe') cannot rightly be interpreted to mean that
Jesus was the ‘beginner’ of God's creation. In his
Bible writings, John uses various forms of the
Greek work ar-khe’ more than 20 times, and these
always have the common meaning of ‘beginning.’
Y es, Jesus was created by God as the beginning of
God'sinvisible creations.”

Should You Believe in the Trinity, 1989 ed., p.
15

“The Bible calls Jesus the * only-begotten Son’ of
God. (John 1:14; 3:16, 18: 1 John 4:9) Trinitarians
say that since God is eternal, so the Son of God is
eternal. But how can a person be a son and at the
same time be as old as his father?’

Knowledge That Leads to Everlasting Life, 1995
ed., p. 32

“Others have distorted Jesus' role, worshipping him
as Almighty God.”
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Knowledge That Leads to Everlasting Life, 1995
ed., p. 39

“Jesus was called God' s ‘ only begotten Son’
because Jehovah created him directly. (John 3:16)
As ‘thefirstborn of all creation,” Jesus was then
used by God to create all other things. (Colossians
1:15; Revelation 3:14)”
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ApriL 15, 1893

It is since his resurrection that the mes-
power In heaven and 1N earcth 8

sage has gone forth—

ﬁéf?n_uﬂo'g'ﬁi’m: T8 Consequently 1t is only since

W@Tu Rev, L.5L
e heavenly Father has always been almighty, and this

all-power or all-might was never givem to him, but was his
eternal possession. But now that he has given the same
power to his Only-begotten and well-pleasing Son, our
Saviour, both we and angels delight to know it, and delight
to honor him whom the Father has so highly honored, and
whom he has instructed us to honor, saying: “That all
should honor the Son, even as they honor the Father.”

The reasons leading up to our Lord’s present great exalta-
tion are clearly stated by the Apostle, as examined below.

ROBBERY TO BE EQUAL TO GOD

The Apostle’s words in Phillipians 2:6 have (by a bad
translation, at the hands of those whose judgments were
warped by an erroneous view) been turned about and made
to say the very reverse of what he intended.

The Apostle is showing Christ’s faithfulness or loyalty and
obedience to the Father. Not satisfied with referring to his
earthly course, he goes back of it to the time when our Lord
was a spirit being, before he humbled himself by his transla-
tion or change of nature to a lower one,—from spiritual to
human nature. The Apostle seems to have had Satan’s course
in his mind,—contrasting his wrong course and its end with
Christ’s proper course and its glorious results. Satan did not
hesitate to rob God of his glory, saying, “I will ascend above
the stars [above the other bright ones of the angelic host—I
will be a leader, a chief], T will be like the Most High” [I
will pose as another potentate a rival and peer of Jehovah].
(Isa. 14:14) But, says the Apostle, Christ, when a spirit
being in God’s form, thought not of robbery to be God’s
equal. “but [on the contrary, in obedience to the Father’s
plan] stripped himself [of the glory and dignity already
enjoyed], taking a bond-servant’s form, being made in the
likeness of men. And [afterward], being in the likeness of
men {“made flesh”—Jno. 1:14], he [still further, and in
harmony with the same obedient spirit] humbled himself,
becoming obedient unto death, [and, yet more humiliating]
even the death of the cross. Therefore [because he did not
attempt to usurp, but on the contrary was humble] God hath
supremely exalted him, and given to him a name {honor,
title, dignity] above every [other] name.”

What a wonderful contrast! Satan, who attempted to rob
God of his honor and station, is cast out. and will ultimately
be destroyed. Christ, who humbled himself in every sense of
the word, has been exalted to the very position which Satan
coveted. And the Apostle recounts this matter in order to

glory and honor.
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enforce upon all followers of Christ that, like their Master,
they should be humble and unassuming—humbling them-
selves that they, too, may be exalted in due time.—See the
context: verses 3-5. .

THE GODHEAD

The word Godhead occurs three times in the Scriptures—
Acts 17:29; Rom. 1:20; Col. 2:9. It is a meaningless word,
and merely a bad translation. It should be rendered Divinity
or Deity, and then would be intelligible.

MIGHTY GOD, EVERLASTING FATHER

These are among the great titles of our glorified Lord,
predicted through Isaiah—9:6.

In our issue of June, 1892, in which this subject was much
more thoroughly examined, we showed the meaning of the
word “God” to be mighty ome. We gave instances in which
this same word (in Hebrew, B! and Elohim) is used when
referring to great men and angels. Our Lord would be
reverenced and titled Very Mighty or Very Great.

The signification of the title, “Everlasting Father” or
Father Forever, is seen when we remember that the special
meaning of father is life-giver. Jehovah is the Life-giver of
all creatures in the sense that he is the fountain from which
all life originally proceeded. But after man had forfeited
his God-given privilege, by disobedience, he needed a new life.
And Jehovah sent forth his Only-begotten Son, to become
man’s Life-giver, by redeeming man’s life with his own and
then giving the new life to whoever will accept it under the
terras of the New Covenant, which he mediated.

Since all of our race have thus been redecemed, and restitu-
tion to human perfection is thus provided for all, through
this Life-giver, he will be known to the redeemed world as
their Father Forever, the one through whom their redeemed,
restitution life was obtained. The propriety of this is evident
when it is remembered that the restitution life which our
Lord will give the world was purchased by him with his own
precious [life] blood.

The “little flock” now being selected as “members of his
body,” his “bride,” would also have been of this class of
children of Christ, were it not for their high-calling to become
his “brethren,” “body” or “bride,” and to experience the
change of nature which this calling implies and necessitates.
To fit these for their “high-calling,” they are begotten again
(from the restitution-life hopes obtained through faith in
Christ), to the divine nature. (2 Pet. 1:4) This divine
nature was not purchased by our Lord Jesus; hence he is not
the father or giver of it. Jehovah alone gives it: hence the
Apostle declares, “The God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ hath begotten us.” and Christ is “not ashamed to call
them brethren.”

JEWISH RIOTS IN RUSSIA

A St. Petersburg dispatch, dated March 24, announces a
peculiar riot. It says: “For the first time in the remem-
brance of Russia. Hebrews have assumed the role of rioters—
in the town of Jarnitz.

“The Hebrews residing in that part of Russia are, what
with their own natural shiftlessness and the various late
prohibitive laws which have kept them out of their regular
easy and paying businesses, in a somewhat precarious condi-
tion anyway nowadays. They live mostly a from-hand-to-
mouth existence, and have nothing to fall back upon in case
of need. The late failure of the crops and the consequent
famine have. therefore. come down with crushing force upon
them, and their sufferings have been terrible. On top of this
the winter has been extremely cold, and this suffering has
been added to the others. At last the cold. hunger and need
drove the poor inhabitants of the above mentioned town of
Jarnitz, which may be taken as a sample of all the other
towns of that region, to an-extreme step.

“On an appointed Saturday all the sufferers arranged to
meet for a general consultation in the local synagogue. Once
assembled there, for a long time they discussed their troubles
and sought for some remedy. No one conld suggest any

remedy. At last it was decided that the local rich Hebrews
had not done their duty and to make an appeal to them. The
rich ones refused to pay any attention to the deputation, and
ordered them away.

“The result of this cold-blooded repulsion was almost elec-
trical on the crowd. As one man they threw themselves
into a street-riot. Honor, honesty, safety, all were forgotten
under the terrible pangs of hunger and the stinging realiza-
tion of the heartlessness of their co-religionists.

“The riot lasted for five hours and was aimed exclusively
at the houses of the rich. Windows and doors were broken
in, all that could be was carried off, the rest destroyed.
Nothing that could possibly be made away with was left.

“Meanwhile the police had taken the alarm. but could at
first do nothing in the face of the immense crowd. When, at
last, help had arrived. the riot was nearly over. The Chief of
Police was then about to take extreme measures and vowed
to bring all the offenders to justice. When, however, npon
investigation, he learned all the particulars, and that three
Hebrews had died that same day from hunger, he decided that
no further action was advisable in the matter. Not only that,
but he himself started a subscription for the sufferers.””

CHURCH STATISTICS OF THE U. S.

Dr. Carroll, Superintendent of religious statistics of the
last census, presents some interesting facts. The membership
of the Presbyterian, the Methodist Episcopal, the Reformed,
the German Reformed, the Lutheran, the Congregational, the

Disciples. the Roman Catholic and the Jewish churches shows
a total of 12.487,382; while of this total the Roman Catholics
are accredited with 6.230.045, or more than one-half. These
are the figures given by The Christian at Work.

THE OUTLOOK

The Christian Union for April lst, in the “Outlook.” sayvs.
after speaking of the bitter opposition, by a member of the
German Reichstag, to the Jews: “There are many indications
that the anti-Semitic feeling in Germany is spreading.”

The same journal, speaking of afairs in Belgium—the
working classes demanding universal suffrage—says, “In the
event of a failure to make that concession, very serious
industrial disturbanees will undoubtedly take place.”

[1515]
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crates us, as his under priesthood; and, finally, as King, he will
fully deliver the faithful from the dominion of ein and death, to
the glory, honor and immortality of the divine nature;-—for
“God will raise up [from the dead] us also, by Jesus.” If faith.
ful to our call and covenant, even unto death, we shall at the
second coming of our Redeemer, receive “an inheritance, incor-
ruptible, undefiled, that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven
for us who are kept by the power of God [his Word and prov-
idence] through faith unto salvation, ready to be revealed in the
last time.”—Jas. 1:12; 1 Pet. 1:4, 6; Rom. 1:16; 2 Cor. 4:14.

“Hallelujah! What a Savior!”

Truly he is able and willing to save to the utterzmost all that
come unto God by him.—Heb. 7:25.

WHOM GOD DID PREDESTINATE

In the light of the foregoing, now read a hitherto obscure

assage of Scripture: “We know that all things work together
or good to them that love God, to them who are the called
according to his purpose. For whom he did foreknow, he also
did predestinate must be conformed to the image of his Sop,
that he might be the first born among many brethren, More-
over [the class) whom he did predestinate [must be copies of
his Son], them he also called [or invited to that honor through
the Gospel]l; and whom he called, them he also [previously)
justified [because he could not consistently call to hopor and
glory those who were under his own sentence of death ag sin-
ners]; and whom he justified them he also [previously] hon-
ored [by sending to them the Gospel message].”—Rom. 8:
28-30.

Thus the Apostle continues his argument concerning the
favor of God toward the church, asserting that God had a pur-
pose to fulfil, and that the call of the Church is in acccordance
with that purpose. (Peter declares the same thing.—1 Pet.
1:2) And he asserts that all God’s dealings and arrange-
ments correspond with that purpose, and co-operate for its
acomplishment. God's predestination was, (1) that he would
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have & class of beings of the divine nature; (2) that each one
of that class must have a fixed character, like that of his ever-
faithful, beloved Son. To get such a class, the Apostle reasons
and declares, God must call or invite some (just as we see he is
doing), because “no man taketh this honor to himself.” (Heb.
5:4) But whom would God call or invite? None were worthy;

ospel mwessage in this age, in sdvance of its general revealing
to every creature during the Millennial age.—Rom. 1:16; 2 Cor.
4:8; 1 Cor. 15:1. /

True, many more were celled than will be acceptable—many
more than will acquire the likeness of the Beloved Son; and
many were justificd who did not, after believing, consecrate
themselves, and whose justification consequently lapsed; and
many were honored with a hearing of the Gospel who, after
hearing a little of it, rejected the message of mercy and favor.
But all the preaching, justigin and caﬁin of this Gospel age
has been to the intent that the %oreknown class of the predesti-
nated character might be selected and made joint-heirs with
Christ.—See also 2 Tim. 1:8-10.

“What shall we [who have been so highly favored by God,
and for whose successful running of the race every necessary
arrangement and provision has been made] say to these things!?
If be for us, who can be against us?’ And in view of this
let each say,—“What shall I render unto the Lord for all his
benefits toward me? I will take the cup of salvation, and call
upon the name of the Lord. I will pay my vows (fulfill my cov-
enant of copsecration) unto the Lord now, in the presence of
all his people”” (This will mean, as in our Lord’s case, faith-
fulness dying daily, 1 Cor. 15:31—even unto death, but)—
“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his holy ones.”
—Psa. 116:12-15,

SUBSCRIBERS FOR DAWN VOL. VI

We hoge to fill all orders up to date, about December 15th.
Any who have changed their address since sending their orders

should notify us at once by postal card, lest the book go to old
address and be lost. )

INCREASED PRICE OF DAWNS 1V, V, VI

In consequence of raise of prices for printing and binding
just after we had reduced our price on cloth-bound DAWNS,
we have been selling all volumes of the series at a loss for the
past six months. o loss has been specially heavy on the
thicker volumes, and we now feel compelled to increase the
price on these to 40 cents, plus 10 cents postage. Subscribers’

wholesale rate 20 cents plus 10 cents postage. These prices
take effect Nov. 1, 1903.

Volume VI, will have over 700 pages and is hoped for in
December. Those who have already paid for it at old prices

necd not send additionally.

THE DEDICATION OF THE TEMPLE

1 Kines 8:1-11, 62, 63.—~DECEMBER 13.

GOLDEN TEXT:—“] was glad when they said unio me,

Very interesting is the story of the great Temple of God
urposed and largely prepared for by King David and built
y King Solomon the wise. It was commenced in the fifth year

of Solomon’s reign and finished in the twelfth. The story of its
cost seems fabulous, the gold and silver employed in its con-
struction being estimated at from $1,000,000,000 to $2,500,-
000,000. We are inclined to think the smaller estimate nearer
to the truth, or that the ancient standard of values, a talent,
possibly, experienced a change of values, as for instance. was
the case in the English pound sterling, which originally
meant a pound of silver in value but subsequently
a quarter of a pound of silver, and today by reason of
the change of standard from silver to gold, it has a stil] dif-
ferent meaning not at all connected with silver. Similarly the
Jewish talent may have experienced changes of value in the
long centuries of its use. However, regardless of the aggre-
gated value of the gold, silver, brass, precious stones, constitut-
ing the Temple, we have every reason to conclude that it was
a wonderful structure for its day—one of which King Solomon
in all his glory and wisdom, and the people of Israel with him,
had good reason to rejoice and not feel ashamed,

The context shows that King Hiram of Phoenicia not only
contributed largely to the Temple as a friendly gift, but also
supplied skilled workmen under Solomon’s pay, who in various
ways assisted in the preparation of the brazen columns for the
porch, untensils for the court, etc., etc. Thirty thousand Israel.
{tes were drafted to serve in the Temple construction one month
out of each quarter. Besides these there would appear to have
been 150,000 laborers, apparently foreigners, hired from outside
(1 Kings 65:13-16; 8:21, 22), or they may have been aliens

Let us go into the house of the Lord.”—Psa. 122:1,

residing in the land of Palestine—Canaanites. The overseers
would appear to have been 550 chiefs and 3,300 subordinates, of
whom 250 were Israelites, and 3,600 Canaanites. (2 Chron.
2:17; 8:10) This preponderance of the Canaanites amongst
the overseers seems to imply that the laborers were Canaanites,
and also reminds us that “the Canaanite was still in the land.”
The fact that the Canaanites, strangers from the Commonwealth
of Israel, were the chief laborers in the construction of the
great Temple, seems to have been t; ical of the fact that aliens,
strangers, foreigners, and enemies of the Truth have the larger
share in the work of preparing the antitypical Temple. Their
hammering, their chiseling, their melting and casting, under
divine providence, serve to make ready the living stones and
the glorions pillars for the spiritual house. Verily they know
not what they do. Their work is greater, better, then they
comprehend, as the glories of eternity will demonstrate.

The lesson opens with the Temple’s construction finished,
and the chiefs of Isracl gathered with King Solomon at Jerusa-
lem for its dedication, at the time we call October, correspond-
ing to the Jewish New Year feast, held in connection with the
great Day of Atonement. The Atonement Day was probably
past, the sacrifices of atonement having been made in the Taber-
nacle and the blessing of the Lord, as usual, dispensed upon the
people for the new year. While they were thus legally cleansed,
reconciled to God typically, was the most appropriate time for
the dedication of the Temple, which represented the spiritual
hopes and nims of the nation.

The Ark, representing ieally the divine covenant with
Abraham, the fulfilment of which centered in the Christ, must
Ye trapsferred from the Tabernacle to the Temple, that thus
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The Primen:

e Prince.—The King-Elect, now ruling in t

Of the kings of the earth.—His wmme.mwﬂw W_—.MW mwmm_mu.o
kings of the East.” (Rev. 16:12) “All are to be awak.
ened from the Adamic death, as though from a sleep. Thev
will then be under the care of the Royal Priesthood, whose
experience with sin,and whose victory over sin, well fitted
them to be helpful toward those over whom they wil] reign
as Kings as well as Priests. (Rev. 5:10.)"—E}87, 478.

Unto Him that [loved] LOVETH us.—Our Lord’s love
for us is ever-present.

And {washed] FREED us from our sing [I
own blood.—"That it was the death of nMomﬁwuwMaMH
Jesus, His ‘blood,’ that secured our release from sin and
death is most unequivocally stated in many Scriptures
See 1 Pet. 1:2; Acts 4:12; 20:28; Rev. 5:9; Rom. 5:9:
mwc.a uuﬁ».a..l__mwm. »u_@ ; Ep:%o"wmn 1 Tim. 2:6; Rev, 14:4,

:6. nd hath made us.~—~And wil
Milioanial Age | make us during the

[Kings and] A KINGDOM, priests.—The work
is 254. of intervention and onu_uunﬂ-nzou in n_wuwmow:%.“wwﬂ
It logically implies subjects and a future work of salva.
zo@rﬂumﬂmr 2:9; Wmﬁ 5:10; 20:6; 22:5.

o God and His Father—“Unto the God an
Himself.”—Diaglott. Rom. 15:6; 2 Cor. 1:3; HM?@NWW_. of

To Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever.
Amen.—"He shall have dominion also from sea to sea and
from the river unto the ends of the earth; . . . . and
let the whole earth be filled with His glory; Amen, and
WBQP.. (Psa. 72:8, 19.) “For ever and ever” is literally

for the ages of the ages.” The Millennium and subse-
e._ucnvn ages are the ages of the ages.

:7. Behold, He cometh with clouds.—*“While the cl

of trouble hang heavy and dark, when the Eoﬁnnmu“wnlm
kingdoms of this world—are trembling and faliing, when
the earth—organized soclety—is being shaken and disin-
tegrated, some will begin to realize that Jehovah’s
Anointed is taking to Himself His great power and is
beginning His work of laying justice to the line and right-
eousness to the plummet.”—2Z."16-344; Matt. 24:30.

And every eye shall see Him.—‘He will not be visible to
natural sight, but to the eyes of understanding, as these
shall open to an appreciation of the punishments and bless-
ings which will flow to mankind from His Reign. Our
King will reveal Himself graduaily. Some will discern the
new Ruler sooner than will others. But ultimately ‘every
eye shall see [Greek, korao, discern] Him: *—Z."16-344.
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And they also which pierced Him.—~*“And I wu« pour upon
the House of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusa-
lem {the Jewish people], the spirit of grace and of sup-
plications: and they shall look upon Ms whom they have
pierced, and they shall mourn for Him, as one mourneth
for his only son.”—Zech. 12:10.

And all kindreds of the earth shall [wail because of]
BEWAIL Him.—“At the time of our Lord’s Second Advent
the world will be far from converted to God; for ‘all kin-
dreds of the earth shall wail because of Him.’ Christ comes
before the conversion of the world and for the very pur-
pose of converting all mankind.”—Z.’16-344.

Even so, Amen.~—We cannot stop the clouds of the Time
of Trouble, or the tears of disappointment, and later, of
repentance; and we would not if we could. The trouble
and the tears are a necessary preparation for the blessings
which follow.

1:8, | am THE Alpha and I AM ALSO THE Omega.—
Alpha is the first letter, and Omega the last letler, of the

none of this doctrine.
Which is, and which was, and which is to come, the

thep that He could be called Almighty.”—27.93-115;
Rev. 1:4; 16:5-7.

1:9. 1 John, who [also] am your brother.~"Instead of
adding titles to his name, as Reverend, Bishop, Overseer
of all the Churches in Asia Minor, we find John intro-
ducing himself as ‘your brother.’ *—Z, '01-187.

And companton in tribulation.~“He was sharer with
Christ, as a member of His Body, in His aflictions, in His
endurance; and the brother of all fellow-disciples, sharers
of the same sufferings, and prospectively of the same
glory.”—Z. '01-187; Matt. 20:23.

And [in] the kingdom.—Now, while “the Ringdom of
Heaven suffereth violence;” and later, when “the Kingdom
and dominion, and the greatness of the Kingdom under
the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the
gaints of the Most High.”—Matt. 11:12; Dan. 7:27.
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and not in full to any previous time in that Age. (John
5:28, 29.)” —Z.’01-200; 1 Cor. 15:26, 54; Rev. 20:14; Isa.
35:10; 51:11; 65:19.

[Neither shall there be any more pain] For the former
things are passed away.—The reign of Satan, sin and
death will have ended forever. “To gain a place in the
earthly phase of the Kingdom of God will be to find the
gratification of every desire and ambition of the perfect
tuman heart.”—A291.

21:5. And He that sat upon the Throne said, Behold, |
make all things new.—This expression does not relate
merely to rocks and trees, etc, but to the great work
which our Lord undertock; viz., the regeneration of hu-
manity to the complete perfection contemplated in the
original Divine Plan.”—Z.’01-201; Rev. 20:11.

And He said unto me, Write: for these words are [true
and] faithful, AND TRUE—"Present conditions seem so
contrary to all this grand Restitution outcome that it can-
not be fully believed and trusted by any except those who
have learred to walk with the Lord. To all others these
things will appear untrue, and God will appear unfaithful,
and the matters wkich we are here discussing will seem
4dle tales,’ as fables and golden fancies: but to us who be-
iieve, these promises are precious.”—1 Pet. 2:7.

21:6. And He [gald A

't

= A »
the Beginnin

Associate an epresentative of the Father, through whom
and by whom all things should continue, as He was the
one through whom all things were made that were made.”
—Z7.201:201; Rev. 1:8; 22:13.

1 will give unto him that Is athirst of the fountain of
the water of life freely.—“It is this one who, during the
Millennial Age, will extend to all the willing and obedient
the Water of Life, everlasting life—the privilege cf per-
petual existence. But they must thirst for it, must desire
it; and this desire must be manifest in obedience to the
terms, the laws, upon which it will be snpplied freely.”-—
7.01#201; Rev. 22:17; Isa. 55:1; John 7:37.

21:7. He that overcometh shall inherit [all] THESE
things.—These earthly things.—Acts 3:21.

And | will be his God, and he shall be My son.—“Those
addressed are not the Bride class, selected during the
Gospel Age, (1 Jobn 3:2) but the sheep class of Matt. 25—
such of mankind as during the Millennial Age became the
Lord's sheep and obey His voice. They shall inherit the
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earth, the purchased possession—which Jesus will restore
at the close of the Millennium to all the children of Adam
who shall have accepted His gracious favors and been re-
generated by Him, and thus become His sons, and He
their God—their Father. (Isa. 9:6)”—Z.01-201; Zech. 8:8;
Heb. 8:10; Rom. 8:21.

21:8. But the fearful.—“If any, enlightened by the
Truth, and brought to a knowledge of the love of God, and
restored to human perfection, become ‘fearful,’ and ‘draw
back’ (Heb. 10:38, 39), they, with the unbelievers, will be
destroyed from among the people. (Acts 3:23.)"—A107.

And unbetlieving—Who will not trust God, after all the
marvels of His grace they will have seen and experienced.
—Heb. 11:6; Rom. 10:17; John 20:31; John 17:20; 1 Tim.
6:12; Luke 17:5; James 2:17.

And the abominable.~—"“Those abominable characters
among men, who, knowing the truth, yet love unrighteous-
ness.”—H60.

And murderers.—Slanderers.—Psa. 141:3; Deut. 5:17;
Matt. 5:21, 22; 15:18-20; 1 John 3:15; James 3:2-12; James
4:11; Prov. 4:23, 24; Matt. 12:34-37; Eph. 4:31; Psa. 15:1-
3; 19:14; 34:13; 101:5; Prov. 12:19; 16:28; 17:4; 26:20-21;
Jer. 20:10; 1 Cor. 10:10; James 1:19; Deut. 32:2.

And whoremongers.—Not at heart faithful to the Lord.

And sorcerers.—Dreamers, theorists, pseudo-philoso-
phers, endeavoring to accredit to themselves the great sal-
vation wrought—Rev. 22:15.

And idolaters.—*“Such as misappropriate and misuse Di-
vine favors, who give to self or any other creature or
thing that service and honor which belong to God.”—HS®63.

And all {lars.—"“All who do not love the Truth and seek
it, and at any cost defend and hold it.” (H63.) ‘“If some-
thing is six inches long, let it be just six inches for six
inches.”’—Z.'12-147.

Shall have their part in the Lake which burneth with
fire and brimstone—~—“The severest punishment inflicted
by the Jews upon any criminal. The corpse (after the
man had been stoned to death) was thrown out into the
Valley of Hinnom (Gay-Hinnom) and was devoured by the
worm or the flame.”—Weym.

Which Is the Second Death—“Such company would be
repulsive to any honest, upright being. It is hard to tol-
erate them now, but in the close of the Millennial Judg-
ment, when the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall -have
given every advantage and opportunity of knowledge and
ability, the righteous will be glad when the corripters of
the earth, and all their work and influence, shall be de-
stroyed.”—H63.



4 “THE WORD''—WHO 5 HE? ACCORDING TO JOHN

in translating them right in order to bring out the exact
meaning. :
L3

C Se |11 AVYS Ld J1€
od (God.” But, in answer, we must say that not
our newer modern translations .\ﬁ . X

at way, to say ju or instance, take the follow-
ing examples: The New English Bible, issued in March
of 1961, says: “And what God was, the Word was.”
The Greek word translated “Word” is ldgos; and so
Dr. James Moffatt’s New Translation of the-Bible
(1922) reads: “The Logos was divine.” The Complete
Bible—An American Translation (Smith-Goodspeed)
reads: “The Word was divine.” So does Hugh J. Schon-
field’s The Authentic New Testament. Other readings
(by Germans) are: By Boehmer: “It was tightly bound
up with God, yes, itself of divine being.”* By Stage:
“The Word was itself of divine being.”{ By Menge:
“And God (=of divine being) the Word was.”{ By
Pfaefflin: “And was of divine weightiness.”® And by
Thimme: “And God of a sort the Word was.”°

5 But most controversial of all is the following read-
ing of John 1:1, 2: “The Word was in the beginning,
and the Word was with God, and the Word was a god.
This Word was in the beginning with God.” This read-
ing is found in The New Testament in An Improved

* “Es war fest mit Gott verbunden, ja selbst goettlichen Wesens,"
The New Testament, by Rudol! Boehmer, 1910.

+ “‘Das Wort war selbst goettlichen Wesens,”” The New Testament,
by Curt Stage, 1907.

1 ‘Und Gott (= goettlichen Wesens) war das Wort,”” The Holy Scrip-
tures, by D. Dr. Hermann Menge, twelfth edition, 1951.

D0 “Und war von goettlicher Wucht,"” The New Testament, by Fried-
rich Pfaefflin, 1949.

0 ““Und Gott von Art war das Wort,"” The New Testament, by
Ludwig Thimme, 1919.

4. Do all modern translations read like the old accepted versions of the
Bible, and what examples do we have to illustrate whether?

5. What is the most controversial translation of all, as shown by two
examples, and why may the translation by Professor Torrey be placed
alongside the above?
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Version, published in London, England, in 1808.* Simi-
lar is the reading by a former Roman Catholic priest:
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was a god. This was with God
in the beginning. Everything came into being through
the Word, and without it nothing created sprang into
existence.” (John 1:1-3) 1 Alongside that reading with
its much-debated expression “a god” may be placed
the reading found in The Four Gospels—A New Trans-
lation, by Professor Charles Cutler Torrey, second edi-
tion of 1947, namely: “In the beginning was the Word,

" and the Word was with God, and the Word was god.

When he was in the beginning with God all things were
created through him; without him came no created
thing into being.” (John 1:1-3) Note that what the
Word is said to be is spelled without a capital initial
letter, namely, ‘“‘god.”

Ewmwmﬂw e Trinity is taught throughout those parts
of ristendom found in Europe, the Americas and
Australia, where the great majority of the 4,000,000
readers of The Watchtower live. Readers in the other
parts, in Asia and Africa, come in contact with the
teaching of the Trinity through the missionaries of
Christendom. It becomes plain, in view of this, that we
have to make sure of nat only who the Word or Logos
is but also who God himself is.

* The title page reads: ‘‘The New Testament in An Improved Ver-
sion, upon the basis of Archbishop Newcome’s New Translation: with
a Corrected Text, and Notes Critlcal and Explanatory. Published by
a Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge and the Practice of
5“6%“. J« nrmn_Ua_w:;:m—oM o% Wco%u.:‘lhh.wnmiw?

e New Testament—. ew_Trans m and Explanation sed
on the Oldest Manuscripts, by Johannes Greber (a %w:&m:en wm.og
German into English), edition of 1937, the front cover of this bound
translation being stamped with a golden cross,

6. With what differing expressions are we confronted in the above-
quoted translations, and so now whose identity do we have to find out?
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not God. Consequently John 14:9 also fails to prove
that Jesus is God.

* So again we note that Jesus never spoke of himself
as God or called himself God. He always put himself
below God rather than on an equality with God. He
put himself in the position of a disciple of God, when
Jesus said: “I do nothing of myself; but as my Father
hath taught me, I speak these things.” (John 8:28,
AV) God was the Teacher of Jesus, and Jesus as a pu-
pil was not above his Teacher, God, nor the equal of
Him. Jesus thus classed himself with the other chil-
dren of God’s organization Zion, concerning whom
Jesus said: “It is written in the prophets, And they
shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that
hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh
unto me.” (John 6:45, AV ; Isaiah 54:13) As a disciple
or pupil of his Father, Jesus learned things from him
‘continually. .

28 To this effect John 8:25-27 (AV) reads: “Jesus
saith unto them, ... he that sent me is true; and I speak
to the world those things which I have heard of him.
They understood not that he spake to them of the
Father.” Later Jesus said to those Jews: “Ye seek to
kill me, a man [Greek: dnthropos] that hath told you
the truth, which I have heard of God [ho Theds].” To
his faithful apostles he said: “I have called you friends;
for all things that I have heard of my Father I have
made known unto you.”—John 8:40; 15:15, AV.

29 As one who heard, as one who was taught, Jesus
repeatedly spoke of himself as being sent by his heav-
enly Father. For example, John 12:44, 45, 49, 50 (4V)
says: “Jesus cried and said, He that believeth on me,
believeth not on me, but on him that sent me. And he
that seeth me seeth him that sent me. For I have not
spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he
27. How @id Jesus liken himself to a pupil, and so in what position
did he pur himself toward God?

28. Hence, as a learner, what did Jesus speak of himself as doing re-
“specting the Father?

29. Hence what action did Jesus say that the Father took toward him,
and what does this prove regarding Jesus in comparison with God?
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gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what
I should speak. And I know that his commandment is
life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as
the Father said unto me, so I speak.” The very fact that
he was sent proves he was not equal with God but was
less than God his Father.

3 This results from Jesus’ own rule as stated to his
apostles: “The servant is not greater than his lord;
neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him.”
(John 13:16, AV) As God was greater than Jesus in
sending him, so Jesus was greater than his disciples
in sending them. Jesus made this comparison when he
_said to them: ‘“Peace be unto you: as my Father hath
sent me, even so send I you.” (John 20:21, 4V) So the
Greater One sends the one who is less..

% Jesus, because of being sent on an errand, did not
come to do his own will or to please himself according
to the flesh. He came to do the will of the Greater One
who sent him. He did God’s will even though he was
hungry bodily, saying: “My meat is to do the will of
him that” sent me, and to finish his work.”—John
4:34, AV.

32 Tt was not first when he was in the flesh on earth
that Jesus was sent, but he was sent from heaven. In
proof of that he said: “I came down from heaven, not
to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.

- And this-is the Father’s will which hath sent me, that

ow all which-he hath given me I should lose nothing.”
(John 6:38, 39, AV) So even in heaven Jesus was less
than his Father. During what time he had for it Jesus
kept constantly at the work of his Father, his Sender.
He said: “I must work the works of him that sent me,
while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can
work.” (John 9:4, AV) All this gives added proof that
Jesus was not God whose will was to be done, but was
lower than God, doing God’s will.

30. How did Jesus, by his own stated rule, show whether he was as
great as his Father?

31. Hence what was food for him, though physically hungry?

32. From where was Jesus sent, and hence where was he lower than God ?




Trinity
vegetation, I do give it all to
you.”

Deut. 12:21 “You must then

slaughter some of your herd or
some of your flock that Jehovah
has given you, just as I have
commanded you, and you must
eat inside your gates whenever
your soul craves it.”

Hope for Future Life b Means
of Resurrection, Not
Transmigration

Acts 24:15 “I have hope toward
God. which hope these men them-
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selves also entertain, that there
is going to be a resurrection of
both the righteous and the un-
righteous.”

1 Cor. 15:20-22 “Now Christ
has been raised up from the
dead, the first fruits of those
who have fallen asleep in death.
For since death is through a
man, resurrection of the dead
is also through a man. For just
as in Adam all are dying, so
also in the Christ all will be

made alive.”

Trinity

Catholic and Protestant
Statements of Belief

“Tae DOGMA OF THE TRINITY.—
The Trinity is the term employed
to signify the central doctrine
of the Christian religion—the
truth that in the unity of the
Godhead there are Three Per-
sons, the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit, these Three Per-
sons being truly distinct one from
another. Thus, in the words of the
Athanasian Creed: ‘the Father
is God, the Son is God, and the
Holy Spirit is God, and yet
there are not three Gods but one
God.’”—The Catholic Encyclo-
pedia (New York; 1912), Vol.
XV, p. 47.

«The World Council of Church-
es is a fellowship of churches
which confess the Lord Jesus
Christ as God and Savior ac-
cording to the Scriptures and
therefore seek to fulfill together
their common calling to the glory
of the one God, Father, Son and
Holy Spirit.”—Basis of member-
ship in the World Council of
Churches. The Christian Cen-
tury, January 10, 1962 (Chicago,
IIl), DP. 44, 45.

«we worship one God in Trin-
ity, and Trinity in Unity; nei-

ther confounding the persons,
nor dividing the substance. For
there is one person of the Fa-
ther, snother of the Son, and
another of the Holy Ghost. But
the Godhead of the Father, of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost
is all one: the glory equal, the
majesty coeternal. Such as the
Father is, such is the Son, and
such is the Holy Ghost. . .
The Father eternal, the Son eter-
nal, and the Holy Ghost eternal.
. . . So likewise the Father is
almighty, the Son almighty, and
the Holy Ghost almighty. . . .
So the Father is God, the Son
is God, and the Holy Ghost is
God. And yet there are not three
Gods, but one God. . . . The Fa-
ther is made of none, neither
created nor begotten. The Son
is of the Father alone; not made,
nor created, but begotten. The
Holy Ghost is of the Father and
of the Son; neither made, nor
created, nor begotten, but pro-
ceeding. . . . And in this Trinity
none is afore or after other; none
is greater or less than another.
But the whole three persons are
coeternal together, and coequal.
So that in all things, as is afore-
sald, the Unity in Trinity and
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the Trinily in Unity
y is to be
ém“.msiga‘ He therefore that
SH be saved must thus think
oO the Trinity.”—The Athanasian
wmmma_ quoted in Cyclopedia of
iblical, Theological, and Eccle-
siastical Literature (New York:
1871), by John M’'Clintock and
mmﬂﬁm Strong, Vol. II, pp. 560

Bible’s Identification of God
Clear, C—Ea—.m»u:awa—mc Is

John 4:24, AV “God is a Spirit:
ﬂwmm %M.%%Mvm« worship him wdﬂm.“
im ir
et in spirit and in

1 Cor. 8:6, AV “To us t
is nwcﬁ one mer the m,mgon.::ona

eut. 6:4, AS “J

God is one .um:o<m=.=m3o<w= our

Ps. 83:18, AV “That men

s m

know that thou, whose smhw
alone is JEHOVAH, art the most
high over all the earth.”

1 Cor. 8:6, RS “For us th
is one God, the Father, ?MMN
whom are all things and for
whom we exist, and one Lord
Jesus Christ, through whom E.m

all things and
pah through whom we

The Father is Jesus God_
John 20:17, AV “Jesus i
w:u_wo her, Touch me Sanmm*ww
L am .:3 yet ascended to my
ather: but go to my brethren
and say unto them, I ascend unto
my Father, and your Father;
m:% ho my God, and your God.”

et. 1:3, AV “Blessed be th
God and Fath 3
Jesus Christ.” er of our Lord

Mark 15:34, AV “At the nf

hour Jesus cried with m:—w_..mw
voice, saying, Elo’i, Eloi, la'ma
sabach-tha'ni? which is, being
interpreted, My God, my God
iﬂﬂa swamn thou forsaken me?”

v. L1; 3:12, AV « -
lation of Jesus OEE«A.,Sw .wuo__mwb
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that ovcrcometh wil

1 I make
annn in the temple of my Qc%.
nd he shall go no more out:

and I will write y
pon him th
wwamm of my God, and the :mBM
ww :m“m mn my God, which
trom oy Qon.hw.ecb out of heaven

John 17:1, 3, RS “When J.

11, 3, hen
had spoken these words, he mmmww
.ﬂm% his eyes to heaven and said
a ather, the hour has come; glo-~
~a‘_ thy Son that the Son may
muwn m«msgmm. And this is eternal
on_.w. Sem% nwwmw wmoé s Chrine

, an

whom thou hast mms.mwmmwm Christ
i of God, not

Matt. 16:16, A

A <16, 17, AV

Peter answered and said, m._Hﬁww
mﬂsgm Christ, the Son of the
wvir g Mumon. And Jesus answered
an said unto him, Blessed art
4 M:. Stmon Bar-jona: for flesh
:ﬂ;o wﬂv%% %%ng not revealed it
o thee, bu my Father which

1 John 4:15, RS “Wh

:15, oever -

Wmmmm that Jesus is the momow»
oM...kQ.onpEamm in him.”
e 1:35, RS “The angel said
__wo her, “The Holy Spirit am: come
EUQM you, and the power of the
Suo.,., High will overshadow you;
u %_«mmwnm mﬁ child to be born
& b called holy, the Son of
John 1:34, RS 1
Wmﬂ%ﬂ .nsw.e.o seen Wu%% :rwwM
witness th i
Som of Gones at this is the
John 3:16, 17, AV «

, 17, For God
so loved the world, that he gave
his only E.wmoims Son, that who-
soever believeth in him should
HM« perish, but have everlasting
EM. For God sent not his Son

0 the world to condemn the
world; but that the world through
him might be saved.”
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:29-31, AV “Jesus saith
c:ww_ﬂ:mh. Thomas, because S»o_..u
hast seen me, thou hast cm=o<ma.a
blessed are they that have soa
seen, and yet have believed. An
many other signs truly did Je-
sus in the presence of his Enm-
ciples, which are not written in
this book: But these are written,
that ye might believe that h@mﬁm
is the Christ, the Son of God.

mediator
etween an: SM-: ;

. 2:5 6, AV “There is
obum Mﬂm m:w orm mediator be-
tween God and men, the Ew_uw
Christ Jesus; ﬂrm gave himse
a ransom for all.

10:36, RS “Do you say
Omuﬂ—ﬂw whom the Father aomm.
secrated and sent into the world,
‘You are blaspheming, cwos—wwm
I said, ‘I am the Son of God’?

hn 5:37, AV “The Father
sm_.“.ma:. which hath sent ﬂ—wn.
hath borne witness of me. M
have neither heard his voice at
any time, nor seen his wdmvw.

ohn 8:17, 18 AV “It is also
5.“33 in your law, that the
testimony of two men Is .u..:mm
I am one that bear witness oH
myself, and the Father :..nn: sen
me beareth witness of me. )

John 14:1, 6, 9, _\:\ ‘:&mbwm:mé
i lieve also in me. . . .
T mmwamswmw way, the truth, and
the life: no man cometh unto
the Father, but by me. . “h
Have I been so long time w
you, and yet hast thou not known
me, Philip? he that smo:. mmaM
me hath seen the Father; an
how sayest thou then, Shew _w_m
the Father?” (Compare John 1:
14, 18.)

John 14:28, AV “My father is
greater than L.”
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13:16; 8:42, RS “ ‘Truly,
nn—m——@_‘-sn say to you, a mmn<w=~.w
is not greater than his master;
nor is he who is sent .m,.mw.os.
than he who sent him. Je-
sus said to them, ‘If God were
your Father, you would love me,
for I proceeded and came forth
from God; I came not c,n:Ew. own
accord, but he sent me. .

John 5:19, Hmw :.-Mm:m mﬁm_nw oﬂu
“ , truly, I say to ,
MWMBWOMJWWH do nothing of his
own accord, but oiw_ :irnﬂ he
sees the Father noEmuw .
ke 22:41, 42, AV “He was
émﬂmﬂagin from them about a
stone’s cast, and kneeled down,
and prayed. saying, Father, if
thou be willing, remove this cup
from me: nevertheless _w.Oa my
will, but thine, be done.

1 Cor. 11:3, b“ M €%E% Swww
hat the head of ever
M%%swmoﬁrwﬁﬁ and the head of
the woman is the man; and
the head of Christ is God.

. 20:23, AV “To sit on my
lmﬂw 2559 and on my left, is
not mine to give, but it shall
he glven to them for 15@.5 it
is prepared of my Father. )

Phil. 2:5-7, RS “Have this mind
among yourselves, which you have
in Christ Jesus, who, though w.m
was in the form of God, did
not count equality with God a
thing to be grasped, but emptied
himself, taking the form of a
servant.”

nly Jehovah Is from Everlast-
ing_to Everlasting
Ps. 90:2, AV “Before the moun-
tains were brought forth, or ever
thou hadst formed the earth w.sa
the world, even from everlasting
to everlasting, thou art God.”
Jer. 10:10, AS “Jehovah is the
true God; he is the living God,
and an everlasting King.”
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Isa. 40:28, AS “The everlasting
God, Jehovah, the Creator of

the ends of the earth.”

1 Tim. 1:17, AV “Now unto
the King eternal, immortal, in-
visible, the only wise God, be

honour and glory for ever and
ever.”

T
Rev. 1:1; 3:14, RS “The reve-
lation of Jesus Christ . . . To
the angel of the church in Lao-
dicea write: ‘The words of the
Amen, the faithful and true wit-
ness, the beginning of God’s
creation [“the beginning of the
creation of God,” Dy, AV, Con-
Jraternity, Westminster, AS1.>”

Col. 1:15, 16, AV “Who is the
image of the invisible God, the
firstborn of every creature: for
by him were all things created,
that are*in heaven, and that are
in earth, visible and invisible,
whether they be thrones, or do-
minions, or principalities, or
powers: all things were created
by him, and for him.”

John 1:18, AV “No man hath
seen God at any time; the only
begotten Son, which is in the
bosom of the Father, he hath
declared him.”

John 10:30; 17:20-22, AV “I
and my Father are one.” “Nei-
ther pray I for these alone, but
for them also which shall be-
lieve on me through their word ;
that they all may be one; as
thou, Father, art in me, and I
in thee, that they also may be
one in us: that the world may
believe that thou hast sent me.
And the glory which thou gavest
me I have given them; that they
may be one, even as we are one.”

1 Cor. 1:10, AV “Now I be-
seech you, brethren, by the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
ye all speak the same thing, and

Trinity
that there be no divisions among
you; but that ye be perfectly

Jjoined together in the same mind
and in the same judgment.”

John 8:28, 29 Ay “Then said

shall ye know that I am he, and
that I do nothing of myself: but
as my Father hath taught me,
I speak these things. And he
that sent me is with me: the Fa-
ther hath not left me alone; for

I do always those things that
please him.”

Holy Spirit Is God’s Active Force
Nof a Person ey

Acts 1:8, RS “You shall re-
ceive power when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you.”

Acts 2:2-4, 16, 17, RS “Suddenly
2 sound came from heaven like
the rush of a mighty wind, and
1t filled all the house where they
were sitting. And there appeared
to them tongues as of fire, dis-
tributed and resting on each one
of them. And they were all filled
with the Holy Spirit and began
to speak in other tongues, as
the Spirit gave them utterance.
But this is what was spoken by
the prophet Joel: ‘And in the
last days it shall be, God de-
&m.nam. that I will pour out my
Spirit upon all flesh, and your
sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, and your young men
shall see visions, and your old
men shall dream dreams.’

Eph. 5:18, RS “Be fille
the Spirit.” 4 with
Acts 1:5, RS “Before many days
you shall be baptized with the
Holy Spirit.”

See also 1 Cor, 12:4-13.

Heavenly visions of God and his
Son reveal no personal
holy spirit

Acts 7:55, 56, RS “But [Ste-
phen], full of the Holy Spirit,
gazed into heaven and saw the
glory of God, and Jesus standing
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Teacher. Issaying to her Jesus Not
Hou &wrrou, olmw  ydp _ dvoPéPnka
of me be touching, notyet for Ihave ascended
mpdg 1OV Tarépor Topelou &€ wpdg  ToUg
toward the Father; begoing but toward the
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brothers of me and say tothem Iam ascending
wpdg TOV TaTépa  pOu kal TaTépa Upav
toward the Father ofme and Father of you
ko Bedv  pou  kai Bedv  Updv. 18 Epxetau
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“Teacher!”) 17 Jesus
sald to her: “Stop
clinging to me. For I
have not yet ascended
to the Father. But be
on your way to my
brothers and say to
them, ‘I am ascending
to my Father and
your Father and to
my God and YOUR
God.’ " 18 Mary Mag'-
da-lene came and
brought the news to
the disciples: “I have

seen the Lord!” and
that he said these
things to her.

19 Therefore, when

it was late on that
day, the first of the
week, and, although
the doors were locked
where the disciples
were for fear of the
Jews, Jests came and
stood in their midst
and said to them:
“May You have peace.”
20 And after he said
this he showed them
both his hands and
his side. Then the dis-
ciples rejoiced at see-
ing the Lord. 21Je-
sus, therefore, said to
them again: ‘“‘May
yvou have peace. Just

as the Father has
sent me forth, I
also am sending
vou” 22And after
he said this he blew
upon them and
said to them: “Re-
ceive holy spirit.

23If vou forgive the
sins of any persons,

529
&péwvTan avTolg &v
they have been let go off to them; likely
TIVGRV KPATARTE
of some ones YOU may retain
KEKPETVTAN.
they have been retained.
24 Qunag & €lg i TV ShBexa,
Thomas but one outof the twelve,
[} Aeyouevog AiBupog, ovk Ay pet’
the (one)  being said Twin, not was with
avtov 61e ANBev  Inools. 25 Eleyov
them when came Jesus. Were saying

olv  avtd of &Aoo nodnrai ‘Ewpdkapev
therefore to him the other disciples Wehave seen

TOV KUpIoV. 6 8¢ €lmev avToig Edv
the Lord. The (one) but said tothem Ifever

un [T &y 1Al XEPOIV aTol Tdv TOTOV
not Ishould see in the hands of him the tyipe
TV fAwv kad Bare Tov 8&KTUNGY  pou
of the nails and I should thrust the finger of me
eic Tov TOmov TOV NAWV Kai BdAw
into the type ofthe nails and I should thrust
pou- TV xelpa i ThHv mheupdv adTol, ov pn
of mg the hand into the side of him, not not
moTelow.
1 would belicve.
26 Kai pef’ fuépag dkTar mwAw foav E0w
And after days eight again were inside
of pafntal adrol kai Qwpdg pet atTdw.

the disciples of him also Thomas with them.
£pxeTan o) *Inoolg TV Bupdv
Is coming the Jesus of the doors
; kKexkAciopévev,  kad €01 el T upfoov
having been locked. and hestood into the midst
kald elmey Eipivn Upiv. 27 elra
and said FPeace to vou. Next
AEYEL T Oupd Pépe TV
he is saving to the Thomas Be bearing the

8ékTuhdy cou @Be kai 8 T&g xelpdg pou,

finger of you here and see the hands of me,
ko épe v ¥elpd ocou kai BdAe eig
and be bearing the hand of you and thrust into
THY  TAZupdv  pou, K&l pnj yivou
the side of me, and not be becoming
2 LA . N ,
&miotog GAAG m™oToG. 28 drrexpifn
unbelieving but believing. Answered

Qupég kai elmey adtd 'O kOp1dg wou  kai
Thomas and he said to him The Lord of me and

6 _0ed¢ pou. 29 Ayt adtd® & ’Inooig

the God of me! Is saying to him the Jesus

JOHN 20: 24—29

they stand forgiven
to them; if vou re-
tain those of any per-
sons, they stand re-
tained.”

24 But Thomas, one
of the twelve, who
was called The Twin,
was not with them
when Jesus came.
25 Conseguently the
other disciples would
say to him: ‘“‘We
have seen the Lord!”
But he said to them:
“Unless I see in his

hands the print of
the nails and stick
my finger into the

print of the mnails

and stick my hand
into his side, T will
certainly not be-
lieve.”

26 Weil, eight days

later his disciples
were again indoors,

and Thomas with
them. Jesus came.
although the doois

were locked, and he
stood in their midst
and said: “May you
have peace.” 27 Next
he said to Themas:

“Put your finger
here, and see my
hands, and take

your hand and stick
it into my side,
and stop being un-
believing but become
pelieving.’”’ 281In
answer Thomas said

to him: “My Lord
and my Geod!” 29 Je-
sus said to him:



Questions From Readers

m How could Jesus be “a god” who was created by Jehovah when
in Isaiah 43:10 Jehovah says: “Before me there was no God
formed, and after me there continued to be none”?

it is well known that Jehovah's
Witnesses teach from the Bible
that Jesus is the created Son of
God and is subordinate to his Fa-
ther. (John 14:28; 1 Corinthians
11:3) Still, as a powerful One who
serves as God's Spokesman, or
Logos, he may well be designated
“a god.” A number of Bible ver-
sions render John 1.1 as saying
that the Logos was “a god.” For
example, Das Evangelium nach
Johannes (1979) by Jurgen Beck-
er reads: " ... und der Logos war
bei dem Gott, und ein Gott war der
Logos.” (English translation: “ . ..
and the Logos was with the God,
and a god the Logos was.")*

As the questioner indicates,
though, this might seem to con-
flict with Isaiah 43:10, 11, which
says: “'You are my witnesses, is
the utterance of Jehovah, ‘even
my servant whom | have chosen,
in order that you may know and
have faith in me, and that you may
understand that | am the same
One. Before me there was no God
formed, and after me there contin-
ued to be none. |—| am Jehovabh,
and besides me there is no sav-
jor."”

A sincere Bible student is
helped by noting carefully the
context of those words. The Al-
mighty God Jehovah was con-

* “The _title_ho rhi%gm Ethg %g, gf

ther as g _personal reality, is not ap-
plied in the N[ew] Testament] to Je-
‘syshﬂimsgu;desus is the Son of God
(of ho theos). ... Jn 1:1 should rigor-
ously be translated ‘the word was with
the God [=the Father], and the word
was a divine being.”— Dictionary of
the Bible (1965), by John L. McKen-
zZie, SJ.

trasting himself with the man-
made idols in nations surrounding
Israel. Jehovah asks: “To whom
can you people liken God, and
what likeness can you put along-
side him?” Certainly not an image
made by a metalworker or carved
from a tree. (Isaiah 40:18-20:
41:7) Such “gods” could not
‘stretch out’-the heavens like a

gauze, as Jehovh did. (Isaiah 40:-

21-26) Further, Jehovah is able to
predict the future; surely the idols
of the nations cannot 'tell the
things that are to come afterward,

that we may know that they are.

gods. (Isaiah 41:23) This thought
is repeated at Isaiah 43:9, where
Jehovah states: “Let national
groups be gathered together. Who
is there among them that can tell
this? Or can they cause us to hear
even the first things? Let them
furnish their witnesses." Rightly,
the Almighty says: “| am Jehovah.
That is my name; and to no one
else shall | give my own glory,
neither my praise to graven im-
ages.”—Isaiah 42:8.

So the context establishes that
the Almighty is hurling a challenge
at the so-called gods of the na-
tions. Being mere idols with no
divine power, they certainly are
not gods to be worshiped; they
are really nothings. Jehovah con-
tinues: “Does there exist a God
besides me? No, there is no Rock.
| have recognized none. The form-
ers of the carved image are all of
them an unreality, and their dar-
lings [cast from metal or carved
from wood] will be of no benefit.”
(lsaiah 44:8-17) Consequently,
the context of Isaiah 43: 10 makes
it clear that Jesus is not being

considered; the “gods” under con-
sideration are the impotent idols
of the nations.

-The word “God” or “god" is com-
monly used regarding a superhu-
man object of veneration. Thus, in
the minds of many people, “god”
means either (1) the Supreme Be-
ing, the Almighty, or (2) a false
god, such as an idol. However, the
Bible allows for other usage. We
can see this from Psalm 82:1, 2.

iThere the Divine One (Jehovah
God) is distinguished from human
‘judges whom the psalmist terms
“gods.” Jesus himself later re-
ferred to this passage. Because
he had spoken of Jehovah God
as being his Father, some Jews
wanted to stone him. To their ac-
cusation that he was ‘making him-
self a god,' Jesus responded: “Is it
not written in your Law, 'l said:
“You are gods"'? If he called
[those human judges]‘gods’...do
you say to me whom the Father
sanctified and dispatched into the
world, ‘You blaspheme, because |
said, | am God’s Son?"—John 10:
31-36.

Unquestionably there is only
one Almighty God, even as the
apostle Paul wrote: “For even
though there are those who are
called ‘gods, whether in heaven or
on earth, just as there are many
‘gods’ and many 'lords, there is
actually to us one God the Father,
out of whom all things are, ... and
there is one Lord, Jesus Christ,
through whom all things are, and
we through him." (1 Corinthians
8:5,6) The Lord Jesus Christ is no
false god, no demon god, no mere
idol. He ‘is the reflection of Jeho-
vah God's glory. (Hebrews 1:3)
Thus it is fitting for John 1:1 to
acknowledge Jesus as “a god," or
“godlike” (Johannes Schneider).
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Obviously, using the titles ‘elo-him’ and
‘elo-heh’ for false gods, and even humans, did
not imply that each was a plurality of gods;
neither does applying ‘elo-him’ or ‘elo-heh’ to
Jehovah mean that he is more than one per-
son, especially when we consider the testimo-
ny of the rest of the Bible on this subject.

Jesus a Separate Creation

HILE on earth, Jesus was a human, al-
though a perfect one because it was God
who transferred the life-force of Jesus to the
womb of Mary. (Matthew 1:18-25) But that is
not how he began. He himself declared that he
had “descended from heaven.” (John 3:13) So
it was only natural that he would later say to
his followers: “What if you should see the Son
of man [Jesus] ascend to where he was be-
fore?”—John 6:62, NJB. 5
Thus, Jesus had an existence in heaven be-
fore coming to the earth. But was it as one
of the persons in an almighty, eternal triune
Godhead? No, for the Bible

made the earth, the countryside, and the first
elements of the world." (Proverbs 8:12, 22,
25, 26, NJB) While the term “Wisdom" is used
to personify the one whom God created, most
scholars agree that it is actually a figure of
speech for Jesus as a spirit creature prior to his
human existence.

As "Wisdom” in his prehuman existence,
Jesus goes on to say that he was “by his
[God’s] side, a master craftsman.” (Proverbs 8:
30, JB) In harmony with this role as master
craftsman, Colossians 1:16 says of Jesus that
“through him God created everything in heav-
en and on earth.”—Today’s English Version
(TEV).

So it was by means of this master worker,
his junior partner, as it were, that Almighty
God created all other things. The Bible sum-
marizes the matter this way: “For us there is
one God, the Father, from whom are all things

. and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom
are all things.” (Italics ours.)—1 Corinthians

8:6, RS, Catholic edition.

plainly states that in his pre-  Having been created by It no doubt was to this
human existence, Jesus wasa God, Jesus is in a secondary master craftsman that God
created spirit being, just as position in time, power, said: “Let us make man in our
angels were spirit beings and knowledge image.” (Genesis 1:26) Some

created by God. Neither the
angels nor Jesus had existed before their cre-
ation.

Jesus, in his prehuman existence, was “the
first-born of all creation.” (Colossians 1:15,
NJB) He was “the beginning of God's ¢creation.”
(Revelation 3:14, RS, Catholic edition). "Begin-
ning” {Greek, arkhe’] cannat rightly be inter-

preted to mean that Jesus was the ‘beginner’

of God's creation. In his Bible writings, John
uses various forms of the Greek word ar-khe’
more than 20 times, and these always have
the common meaning of “beginning.” Yes, Je-
sus was created by God as the beginning of
God's invisible creations.

Notice how closely those references to the
origin of Jesus correlate with expressions ut-
tered by the figurative “Wisdom” in the Bible
book of Proverbs: “Yahweh created me, first-
fruits of his fashioning, before the oldest of his
works. Before the mountains were settled. be-
fore the hills, I came to birth; before he had

14

have claimed that the “us”
and “our” in this expression indicate a Trinity.
But if you were to say, ‘Let us make something
for ourselves,’ no one would normally under-
stand this to imply that several persons are
combined as one inside of you. You simply
mean that two or more individuals will work
together on something. So, too, when God used
“us” and “our,” he was simply addressing an-
other individual, his first spirit creation, the
master craftsman, the prehuman Jesus.

Could God Be Tempted?

T MATTHEW 4:1, Jesus is spoken of as
being “tempted by the Devil.” After show-
ing Jesus “all the kingdoms of the world and
their glory,” Satan said: “All these things I will
give you if you fall down and do an act of
worship to me.” (Matthew 4:8, 9) Satan was
trying to cause Jesus to be disloyal to God.
But what test of loyalty would that be if Jesus
were God? Could God rebel against himself? No,

SHOULD YOU BELIEVE IN THE TRINITY?




but angels and humans could rebel against God
and did. The temptation of Jesus would make
sense only if he was, not God, but a separate
individual who had his own free will, one who
could have been disloyal had he chosen to be,
such as an angel or a human.

On the other hand, it is unimaginable that
God could sin and be disloyal to himself. “Per-
fect is his activity . . . A God of faithfulness,

. . righteous and upright is he.” (Deuterono-
my 32:4) So if Jesus had been God, he could not
have been tempted.—James 1:13.

Not being God, Jesus could have been disloy-
al. But he remained faithful, saying: “Go away,
Satan! For it is written, ‘It is Jehovah your God
you must worship, and it is to him alone you
must render sacred service.’"—Matthew 4:10.

How Much Was the Ransom?

NE of the main reasons why Jesus came
to earth also has a direct bearing on the
Trinity. The Bible states: “There is one God,
and one mediator between God and men, a
man, Christ Jesus, who gave himself a corre-
sponding ransom for all.”—1 Timothy 2:5, 6.
Jesus, no more and no less than a perfect
human, became a ransom that compensated
exactly for what Adam lost—the right to per-
fect human life on earth. So Jesus could right-
ly be called “the last Adam” by the apostle
Paul, who said in the same context: “Just as in
Adam all are dying, so also in the Christ all
will be made alive.” (1 Corinthians 15:22, 45)

The perfect human life of Jesus was the “cor--.

responding ransom” required by divine justice
—no more, no less. A basic principle even of
human justice is that the price paid should fit
the wrong committed.

If Jesus, however, were part of a Godhead,
the ransom price would have been infinitely
higher than what God's own Law required.
(Exodus 21:23-25; Leviticus 24:19-21) It was
only a perfect human, Adam, who sinned in

Jesus said that he had a prehuman
existence, having been created

by God as the beginning of

God's invisible creations

Eden, not God. So the ransom, to be truly in
line with God's justice, had to be strictly an
equivalent—a perfect human, “the last Adam.”
Thus, when God sent Jesus to earth as the ran-
som, he made Jesus to be what would satisfy
justice, not an incarnation, not a god-man, but
a perfect man, “lower than angels.” (Hebrews
2:9; compare Psalm 8:5, 6.) How could any
part of an almighty Godhead—Father, Son, or
holy spirit—ever be lower than angels?

How the “Only-Begotten Son”?

HE Bible calls Jesus the “only-begotten
I Son” of God. (John 1:14; 3:16, 18; 1 John
4:9) Trinitarians say that since God is eternal,
so the Son of God is eternal. But how can a

person be a son and at the same time be as old

as his father?

Trinitarians claim that in the case of Jesus,
“only-begotten” is not the same as the dic-
tionary definition of “begetting,” which is “to
procreate as the father.” (Webster's Ninth New
Collegiate Dictionary) They say that in Jesus’
case it means “the sense of unoriginated rela-
tionship,” a sort of only son relationship with-
out the begetting. (Vine's Expository Dictic-
nary of Old and New Testament Words) Does
that sound logical to you? Can a man father a
son without begetting him?

Furthermore, why does the Bible use the very
same Greek word for “only-begotten” (as Vine
admits without any explanation) to describe the
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JESUS CHRIST
THE KEY TO THE
KNOWLEDGE OF GOD

<OC are standing at the door, fumbling with your keys
It is cold and dark, and you are eager to get Eman.lccn.

the key does not work. It looks right, yet the lock will

not budge. How frustrating! You look at your keys again

Wnnownvc using the right one? Has someone damaged 50.
ey?

2 ,_,_.a.: is a fair picture of what this world’s religious
confusion has done with the knowledge of God. In ef-
fect, many have tampered with the key that opens it
up to our understanding—Jesus Christ. Some religions
have RBos& the key, ignoring Jesus altogether. Others
have distorted Jesus’ role, worshiping him as Almighty
me. In any case, the knowledge of God is closed to us
without an accurate understandi is princi
e o an accur anding of this principal fig-
. 3 Ko: may recall that Jesus said: “This means everlast-
ing life, their taking in knowledge of you, the only true
God, and of the one whom you sent forth, Jesus Christ.”
(John 17:3) In saying this, Jesus was not being co&%:._.

rNIoi:wﬁEnioE. igi i
Knowloe have the rld’s religions tampered with the key 10 the

3. Why might Jesus be called the key to the knowledge of God?
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The Scriptures repeatedly emphasize the need for uc-
curate knowledge of Christ. (Ephesians 4:13; Colossians
2:2; 2 Peter 1:8; 2:20) “To [Jesus Christ] all the prophets
bear witness,” noted the apostle Peter. (Acts 10:43) And
the apostle Paul wrote: “Carefully concealed in [Jesus]
are all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge.” (Co-
lossians 2:3) Paul even said that all of Jehovah’s promis-
es come true because of Jesus. (2 Corinthians 1:20) So
Jesus Christ is the very key to the knowledge of God.
Our knowledge of Jesus must be free of any distortions
as to his nature and as to his role in God’s arrangement.
But why do Jesus’ followers consider him 1o be central
to God’s purposes?

THE PROMISED MESSIAH

4 From the days of the faithful man Abel, God’s ser-
vants had, &agerly looked forward to the Seed foretold
by Jehovah God himself. (Genesis 3:15; 4:1-8; Hebrews
11:4) It had been revealed that the Seed would serve
God’s purpose as the Messiah, meaning “Anointed
One.” He would “finish off sin,” and the glories of his
Kingdom were foretold in the psalms. (Daniel 9:24-26;
Psalm 72:1-20) Who would prove to be the Messiah?
* 5 Imaginé the excitement felt by a young Jew named
Andrew when he listened to the words of Jesus of Naza-
reth. Andrew rushed to his brother Simon Peter and told
him: “We have found the Messiah.” (John 1:41) Jesus’
disciples were convinced that he was the promised Mes-
siah. (Matthew 16:16) And true Christians have been
willing to stake their lives on the belief that Jesus was in-
deed the foretold Messiah, or Christ. What proof have
they had? Let us consider three lines of evidence.

4, 5. What hopes centered on the Messiah, and how did Jesus’ dis-
ciples view him?
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Jehovah and against his anointed one.” This prophecy
suggested that leaders from more than one land would
unite in order to attack Jehovah’s Anointed One, or
Messiah. And so it was. The Jewish religious leaders,
King Herod, and the Roman governor Pontius Pilate all
played a part in having Jesus put to death. Former ene-
mies Herod and Pilate became fast friends from then on.
(Matthew 27:1, 2; Luke 23:10-12; Acts 4:25-28) For fur-
ther proof that Jesus was the Messiah, please see the ac-
companyingchart entitled “Some Outstanding Messian-
ic Prophecies.”

10 The testimony of Jehovah God is a third line of evi-
dence supporting Jesus’ Messiahship. Jehovah sent an-
gels to let people know that Jesus was the promised
Messiah. (Luke 2:10-14) In fact, during Jesus’ earth-
ly life, Jehovah himself spoke from heaven, express-
ing his approval of Jesus. (Matthew 3:16, 17; 17:1-5)
Jehovah God gave Jesus the power to perform mira-
cles. Each one of these was further divine proof that Je-
sus was the Messiah, for God would never give a fraud
power to perform miracles. Jehovah also used his holy
spirit to inspire the Gospel accounts, so that the evi-
dence of Jesus’ Messiahship became part of the Bible,
the most widely translated and distributed book in his-
tory.—John 4:25, 26.

I In all, these categories of evidence include hundreds
of facts that identify Jesus as the promised Messiah.
Clearly, then, true Christians have rightly viewed him as
‘the one to whom all the prophets bore witness’ and the
key to the knowledge of God. (Acts 10:43) But there is
more to learn about Jesus Christ than the fact that he

10. In what ways did Jehovah testify that Jesus was his promised
Anointed One?
11. How much evidence is there that Jesus was the Messiah?
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was the Messiah. Where did he originate? What was he
like?

JESUS’ PREHUMAN EXISTENCE

12 Jesus’ life course might be divided into three stages.
The first began long before he was born on the earth.
Micah 5:2 said that the Messiah'’s origin was “from early
times, from the days of time indefinite.” And Jesus plain-
ly said that he had come from “the realms above,” that
is, from heaven. (John 8:23; 16:28) How long had he exist-
ed in heaven before coming to the earth?

13 Jesus was called God's “only-begotten Son” because
Jehovah created him directly. (John 3:16) As “the first-

born of all creation,” Jesus was then used by God to
create all other things. (Colossians 1:15; Revelation 3:(4)

Jotin 1:1 says that “the Word™ (Jesus in his prehuman ex-
istence) was with God “in the beginning.” So the Word
was with Jehovah when “the heavens and the earth™
were created. God was addressing the Word when He
said: “Let us make man in our image.” (Genesis 1:1, 26)
Likewise, the Word must have been God’s beloved “mas-
ter worker,” described at Proverbs 8:22-31 as wisdom
personified, laboring at Jehovah’s side in the making of
all things. After Jehovah brought him into existence, the
Word spent ages with God in heaven before becoming a
man on earth.

14 No wonder Colossians 1:15 calls Jesus “the image of
the invisible God™ Through untold years of close asso-
ciation. the obedient Son came to be just like his Father,
Jehovah. This is another reason why Jesus is the key to

12, 13. (a) How do we know that Jesus existed in heaven before
he came to the earth? (b) Who is “the Word,” and what did he do
before he became a human?

14. Why is Jesus called “the image of the invisible God™
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